Postal Services Development

in Geneva 1862 - 1907

Background

The new Swiss flat rate valid as of 1¥ July 1862 abandons the
system of "Rayons" (progressive rates according to the radius)
keeping only a local rate for letters (up to 10 km).

As from this time Geneva, which is still the largest city in Swit-
zerland, faces a strong growth of population and trade. The rail-
way post link from Geneva to Bern, Zurich and Basle is effective
in September 1862 and changes dramatically delivery conditions.
The first issue of perforated stamps is launched in October 1862
just when the head of the Swiss post district I (Geneva area) de-
cides to open auxiliary post offices within the growing city.
Geneva is the cradle of the Red Cross which gives rise to new
kinds of mail especially during the Franco-Prussian War of 1870.
Toward 1885 the Federal post in Geneva keeps using different
specific local cancellations. Some are very rare.

Purpose and Scope of the Exhibit

The purpose of this exhibit is to show all the aspects of postal and
telegraphic services in Geneva with its major neighbours. A
strong focus is made on Franco-Prussian War and the Red Cross.

The exhibit displays postal links of the city at domestic level and
with main neighbours. Within each section, chronological order
shows the use of the different postmarks and rates.

The exhibit does not display far or exotic destinations. Indeed
long distance mail from Geneva does not really differ from that
of another Swiss city.

Why starting in 1862: see background above.

Why ending in 1907: the Revision of the first Geneva Conven-
tion and the disappearance of the Standing Helvetia issue mark
the end of a major postal chapter. Mass courier handling appears
with strong changes such as the new international rates of 1** Oc-
tober 1907 matching with new stamp issues.

Sources and references

Beside personal research mentioned below, information and sta-
tistic data come from studies and articles from H. Grand, P. Gui-
nand, R. Fiirbeth, R. Bduml, all fellows of the Consilium Philate-
liae Helveticae, and R. Pittier{ & P. MonotT for the Red Cross.
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Outstanding pieces

The exhibit shows almost all that this period of the Swiss
postal history counts of special, rare and unexpected docu-
ments. Due to the density of rarities, including unique pieces,
such a collection of this Swiss postal history period is not
possible to duplicate.

Most outstanding pieces come from famous Swiss collec-
tions which were awarded worldwide recognition (Burrust,
Grand, Pittiert, Schéfer, Soderbergf, Stone, VogelT, etc).

Personal research and publications

Information gathered through personal research consists of offi-
cial rules available at the Swiss Postal Archives, misc. literature
in libraries, interviews with philatelists and experts. Existing phi-
latelic literature is widely insufficient or imprecise.

My personal research gives rise to various publications:

"Manuel des oblitérations genevoises 1840-1907" (ca. 1500 post-
marks or cancellations described on 300 pages): completed and
to be published in a near future;

"Manuel d'histoire postale genevoise 1840-1907" (innovative
maps, focus on industrial revolution and development of tou-
rism): drawing up still in progress;

Many specialised lectures and articles on Geneva postal history.

Rarity statements

These are based on surveys made by F. Winterstein and L.
Reist (combined or mixed frankings), the exhibitor (rest of
mail) during the last 10 years, based on auction catalogues,
lists compilations and other miscellaneous sources.

Abbreviations

AW | Swiss Manual of Cancellations |F. Andres, H. Emmenegger,
1843-1907 A. Miiller, A. Lipp

Zst. | Zumstein Specialised Ca- M. Hertsch

talogue Switzerland Volume 1

Colour conventions

Story line in blue;
Rarity statements in red;
All other descriptions in black.

Jean Voruz - Singapore 2015




Domestic Letters 1.1 Rates 1862-1871

As from 1862, rates become more simple and cheaper. ﬂ;% =y
People however are not yet used with stricter postal *" | Local Distant| Local pistant| =Nk
regulations. The postal District of which Geneva is the 01071862 <109 [ 5 10 | 5 15 | agnotfranked
head opens local branches in the city: 1081871 1010250g| 10 20 | 10 30 |usedstamps
01.09.1871 <15g 5 10 10 15
A : Central, Rue du Stand (Main Office) 31081876 1510250 10 20 | 15 25 | “°°
B : Gare (Rail Station) 01001876 <159 [ 5 10 | 10 20 [ agnotfranked
C : Rive (close to the Lake) 31101884 1510250g) 10 20 | 20 4o | usedstamps
D : Plainpalais e ¢ Tl @ T vasd sren
E : Hétel de Ville (Town Hall) o B =
Niae <as0g | 5 10| 10 2 a

3 bisects recorded
in Geneva

(apart from printed matter
at 2%c in 1861-62)

(e)

13 Oct. 1862 - To Carouge, canton, franked with a bisected Imperforate Sitting Helvetia
of 10c (Zst. 23SF) for local postage. Forbidden franking; postage due handstamp 5 c.

ca. 5 frankings
of 5 x 2c known
in Switzerland

(2 recorded in
Geneva)

(&)

26 Sept. 1862 - To Winterthur, franked with the new imperforate stamp of 2¢ (strip
of three and pair Zst. 21G) normally intended for printed matter.



Domestic Letters 1.1 Rates 1862-1871

Most mail is sent from the central office (4). In
exceptional cases, senders attempt old practices.

6 Dec. 1868 - To Mendrisio, Ticino. Pos-
tage with a bisected Sitting Helvetia of
30c (Zst. 41SF). Handwritten postage due
15 c. The Lucerne office cancelled the
refused bisect with its postmark PD. On
the back, ship mail postmark SCHIFFS-
BUREAU LUZERN (Gothard route).

Only 2 bisects of 30c (e)
recorded in Switzerland

/) ; 2 Aug. 1864 -
/ Pri by ~ Within the city

B

4 bisects of with a bisected
| 0cG recorded Sitting Helvetia
in Geneva Py e ~ of 10c (Zst. 31
9 S Mot ﬂ A SF) for(Sc. For-
RS Ry L 2 S G ) G &W s 5 . 7#+_ biddenwayof
Ex Alma Lee franking, excep-
! : 2 s - tionally allowed.
H,

4 Aug. 1863 - To Loeche les
Bains, Valais, franked with a
demonetized Imperforate Sit-
ting Helvetia (validity deadline
31 July 1863). Handwritten
mention "nul" (null) and pos-
tage due 75 c.




Domestic Letters 1.1 Rates 1862-1871

Federal postal stationery is launched in July 1867. Envelopes have to
be employed for a unique use and cancelled anywhere on the front.

9 Sep. 1868 - To Neuchatel,
franked with two Sc cut-outs
from pre-stamped envelope
newly issued in November
1867 (Zst. U4). Although
prohibited, no postage due
was charged.

These 2 covers bear the only cut-outs recorded in Geneva
(a few other ones are known within Switzerland)

S5c¢
(AW 17/35)

21.11.1865 - 13.01.1873

21 Nov. 1867 - Within the city
(Contamine). One cut-out for
the local rate of 5c. Postage due
for this amount. Two pinholes
show that a postage due label
might be attached to the cover.

(e)




Domestic Letters 1.1 Rates 1871-1891

New rates allow up to 15g for single letters. Three rates
with minor changes will succeed each other until 1891.

Former French handstamp of
8 decimes from the Genevan
exchange office, used as
Swiss 8 cents mark.

Only 2 examples
recorded

‘ . : =
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6 Jan. 1872 - Within Geneva, franked 2c¢ (Zst. 28) but not acknowledged as
printed matter. Sc letter rate + Sc penalty ./. 2¢ franking = 8 ¢ due.

Scarce
SWISS TIMES
imprint

Ex Vuille

30 April 1872 - Imprinted envelope (Zst. U9) direct to Wimmis, canton of Bern.
Particular cancellation with the date in Elzevir font (AW 147A / Giiller 528).



Domestic Letters

||

Postal stationery envelope is the most com-
monly used means for local mail traffic.

Rates 1871-1891

Exceptional used
Albino value

@)

31 Aug. 1872 - To Eaux-Vives, canton. Successful attempt to use albino 5¢
imprinted stamp (Zst. U12 II) which was valid for postage.

Exceptional use of the
former Genevan grid

(AW 3/19)

2 examples in red

recorded

beyond 1854

24 Dec. 1874 - Within the city, redirected to Chemin Neuf, eventually put to REBUTS
(dead letters). Red postmark INCONNU A L'APPEL (unknown from postmen).

Ex Vogel



Domestic Letters 1.1 Rates 1871-1891

Newly coloured stamps gradually replace the out of print first issues.
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1862 issue

1874 issue

4 covers recorded in Switzerland

- e

i s - : s 5

5 Sept. 1874 - Letter direct to Aubonne, Vaud. Mixed franking
with twin values 2c of two different issues: one grey stamp
(Zst. 28) and two pairs of brown ones (Zst. 37).

10
Handstamp "Ficelle"
02.09.1875 - 07.12.1876

Only 3 examples
recorded in Switzerland

19 Dec. 1875 - From a notary within the city, not franked. Exceptional use of
the 10c Swiss postage due handstamp at the rate of 1 Sept. 1871. Since then
penalties apply on local insufficient frankings which therefore become rare.
Postmark GENEVE / SUCC[URSALE] GARE from the Rail Station office.



Domestic Letters 1.1 Rates 1871-1891

Imprinted Envelopes (1871-1887)

Only example
recorded to date

12 May 1879 - To Bex Salt Mines, canton Vaud (stationery Zst. U25) with imprint
of a coal merchant. Private dated seal of the company at the bottom.

Only example
recorded to date

Ex Vogel

11 March 1876 - To Aarau, Argovia (stationery Zst. U24) with back side imprint of the
firm CARTERET & Cie under official process with Federal Post according to legal
provision of 27.03.1870.



Domestic Letters 1.1 Rates 1871-1891

As from 1876, penalties for insufficient franking raise.
This actually excludes partial original frankings.

Combination of postage due
stamp and Sitting Helvetia:

4 examples recorded
in Geneva

Ex H. Grand (e)

13 Feb. 1882 - Within the city, franked Sc (Zst. 45 granite paper),
then redirected to Clarens, Vaud. Postage due 5 ¢ (Zst. 4 II N)
without penalty because of sufficient initial franking.

Gross postage due (< 15g) 20c
Used stamps J. S¢
Remainder 15¢

Only distant letter charged due
within the canton
known on that period

(e)

1st May 1881 - Mourning letter from Versoix to Croix-de-Rozon,
both located in the canton of Geneva. Franking 5S¢ (Zst. 30) for lo-
cal mail. Exceptional sending of more than 2 leagues within the
canton. Postage due 15 c (Zst. 41 and 5II).



Domestic Letters 1.1 Rates 1871-1891

The Sitting Helvetia issue gives way to Cross and Numeral in 1882-1883.

25 July 1882 - Local letter
from the train station
(GENEVE PV) franked with
the new Numeral issue white
paper (Zst. 54). Cancellation
GENEVE / SUC.[URSALE]
GAR.[E] (rail station).

7 Jan. 1884 - To Crassier, Vaud,
franked with a pair of demonetized
Sitting Helvetia (deadline 30 Sept.
1883). Handwritten mention "nuls"
(null) and postage due stamps 20c
(pair of Zst. 18A).




Domestic Letters 1.1 Rates 1891-1917

Penalties for partial franking are withdrawn. In Geneva, a new
central post office is put in operation while subsidiaries appear.

27.04-19.10.1896

15 Oct. 1896 - Within the National Exhibition
enclosure. Postage due 2¢ (Zst. 2K).

Local post offices operated for 6 months

4 Jan. 1898 - Local letter
not franked. Postage due
stamps 10c according to

current postal rate (strip

of four Zst. 1 and pair of
Zst. 16Da II).




Domestic Letters

1.1

Rates 1891-1917

'.,_..‘ -
56

28 Dec. 1900 - Local
letter franked with an
inverted UPU Jubilee
stamp of 5c (Zst. 77B
1.07).

Only 2 examples
recorded in
Geneva

@

Rarities in local mail.

1% May 1896 - Scarce formular Nr.
3202 for monthly endorsement of P.O.
box at the RUE DU RHONE office.




Official Mail Domestic 1.1

Federal Post rules grant franking privilege for mail from State services (Canton of Geneva),
Federal administration including Post offices, Church affairs and some charity organizations.

TOMBE A La BOITE

(AW 25/ 3224)
30.11.1860 - 09.07.1867
"Put straight into the mailbox"

3 August 1866 - Notice from the
State Department of Finance re-
turned by the recipient the day
after. Put straight in the mailbox
maybe to avoid paying a postage.
Cancellations of the same post
office on both days.

Ex H Grand

3 Jan. 1864 - Letter from the Public Prosecutor of the Canton of Geneva to the president of Police district Court
in Nyon, canton of Vaud. Handstamp "4/f. Off" and duty seal to let the mail eligible for franking privilege.




Official Mail Domestic 1.1

The Genevan postal administration uses its own postmarks
Jor official needs. All of them are particularly scarce.

(AW 72D/ G12)

Only example
recorded

Ex Grand, ex Vuille

28 Nov. 1873 - Official postal card from the main post office in Geneva for the follow-up
of a claim. Negative cancellation DISTRIBUTION DES LETTRES / GENEVE.

INCONNU A LAPPEL
(in red)

12.08.1873 -
28.01.1875

(overleaf)
"Postmen counter

”n

12.08.1873 -
08.10.1878

R o i g S

9 August 1873 - Letter from the Direct taxes office to Plainpalais, canton. Handstamp "affaire
officielle" at the top left. Handwritten diagonal blue line to confirm that mail could not be delivered.



Official Mail Domestic

1.1

Charity affairs usually benefit from franking privilege
provided correspondence bears legal mentions.

DES

SOCIETE

SAMARITAINS
0'_‘G_ENEV'E;

M
Vous étes convoquée en assemblée WM
B Bl
pour le mercrede 0. <L

aun local.

a R/, heures du soir

@i-a 8 heures du sorr

o/\n\_z’/z > <

ﬂ/é,.,,h La Secrétaire.

Veuillez porter cette carte pour le controle de présence.

6 Aug. 1896 - Wi-
thin the city, from
the administration
of the Official
Journal. Franking
privilege was
anyway granted
for the National
Exhibition affairs.

!
Impr. J. Ziegler, quai du Seujet 23, Geneve. / d %
\/} z i S i 7

30 Nov. 1893 -
Notification from
the Samaritan
Society of Gene-
va to a member.
Overleaf the rea-
son: support the
cause of indigent
wounded per-
sons. Handstamp
of the society and
OFFICIEL to
qualify to fran-
king privilege.

EXPOSITION NATIONALE SUISSE - GENEVE 1896

Administration
du JOURNAL OFFICIkL

Alffaire concernant

[ Exposition nationale,

Le Oomité central,




Official Mail Domestic 1.1

Official pre-printed cards or envelopes can be sent free of
charge if their contents comply with postal provisions.

Geneéve
(RUE du STAND)

12.03.1902 -
03.02.1908

Normally dedicated
to parcel post

9 June 1905 - Offi-
cial postal card wi-
thin the city. Over-
leaf, the post office
"Rue du Stand" asks
a trader to bank its
last month C.0.D.'s.

b T e YT S R e

28 August 1901 - Copy of legal summons from a creditor in Lucerne. After being signed, the document has to be
returned to the legal proceedings office (4 retourner en franchise de port). Blue line for franking privilege.



Neighbouring Countries Before UPU 12 Perforate Adhesives Introduction

From I* October 1862 to 31 July 1863 imperforate stamps can still be used
with the new perforate Sitting Helvetia. All mixed frankings are scarce do-
cuments and a few combinations are great rarities. (See also 1.4 page 37).

Rarest combination
in Switzerland

Only example recorded

Ex H. Stone )

."i; . /’"-.a = R .,..}.\.,.:“. = B S e B3 R . »v--»-»

30 March 1863 - To Milan, Italy, with a mixed franking 30c (Zst. 23G & 32)
at the rate 0f 01.07.1862 / 10g. The 10c stamp was sold out since end of 1862
while its perforated equivalent was available at the counter since October.

Only 5 mixed frankings
recorded from Switzerland
to France

@

8 Jan. 1863 - To Lyon with a mixed franking 40c¢ (Zst. 25G & twice 31) at
the rate of 15.08.1859 / 7'%g.



Neighbouring Countries Before UPU 1.2 Perforate Adhesives Introduction

Mixed frankings appear in very little number from April
1863, nearing the end of validity of imperforates.

One of the 10 mixed
Sfrankings recorded from
Switzerland to UK

(&)

28 May 1863 - To London with a mixed franking 60c (Zst. 26G and 32) at
the rate of 15.08.1859 via France / 7% g. French entry postmark 3 SUISSE 3 /
BELLEGARDE and LONDON W. / PAID to aknowledge full postage.

One of the 4 recorded Swiss
mixed frankings with demo-
netized stamps

Ex H. Stone (2]

e i s okl

4 Aug. 1863 - To Frankfurt with a mixed franking 50¢ (Zst. 26G &
30) at the rate of 15.10.1852 / 15g . Imperforated stamps are demo-
netized since 1* August and a postage due of 4 decimes was hand-
written (firstly 3 which was striked). Mention "nul" on the stamp.



Neighbouring Countries Before UPU 1.2 Perforate Adhesives Introduction

A few attempts of franking with demonetized stamps can be
observed until the end of 1863. Most covers are charged due.

24 Nov. 1863 - To Paris franked 40c with a demonetized imperforate (Zst. 26G).
Despite the absence of the PD mark, no postage due was calculated.

7 Oct. 1863 - To Belley,
franked 40c with two
demonetized imperfo-
rate Sitting Helvetias
(Zst. 25G). The exchange
office put the handstamp
4 decimes for postage
due and cancelled the
stamps with the hand-
written mention "nul".




Neighbouring Countries Before UPU 12 Neighbourhood Beyond Border Zone

5 July 1863 - To Chamo-
nix, Haute-Savoie, franked

40c with 8 stamps of Sc
(Zst. 30) at the rate of

15.08.1859. French entry
SUISSE / BONNEVILLE

of the same day.

@

Destination Haute-Savoie (Upper Savoy), neighbour French
department of which main part is no longer in Border zone.

7 March 1866 - Seven-time postage
letter to Annecy franked Fr. 2.10 i.e.
7 x 30c (new rate of 01.10.1865).
Four-coloured franking with stamps
of 1Fr., 60c, 30c, 20c (Zst. 36, 35,
33, 32).

Betrix is a financial institution

which receives bills of exchange to
be discounted

@




Neighbouring Countries Before UPU 1.9 Two Rates / One Destination

Until the end of 1870 two different ways to Italy are possible:
maritime via France (PD) or direct through the Alps (PP).

2 Nov. 1866 - To Rome, Papal
States, stipulated "franco via
Marseille", France, franked Fr.
1.40 (Zst. 34 and 36) 2 x 70c for
double weight maritime route,
according to the rate of 1865.
Railway postmark SUISSE
AMB. MARSEILLE and, at the
back, LYON /3 NOV. and RO-
MA /7 NOV.

(@)

18 Nov. 1867 - To Rome, from the
same sender, stipulated "par le
Mont Cenis", then Turin and Flo-
rence, franked 35¢ (Zst. 30, 31, 32)
until the border of Papal States,
according to the rate of 1862.
Handstamp PP (Partial Payment)
and handwritten postage due 20
centesimi for the last section not
covered by a postal agreement with
Switzerland.

Ex H. Stone




Neighbouring Countries Before UPU 12 Transitional Frankings

1867 marks new issues for the 10c and 30c stamps of
which colours swap. Other stamp colours move later.

1862 issue 1867 issue Q it

Rarest combination of f
the Sitting Helvetia f ‘

period (1862-1882):

A, Bt} o 4
& L, P

Only 2 examples re-
corded in Switzerland

~
FUSIEAP, & Vomears S R S

,
» -

" A s

h "0 o |

Ex H. Stone e)
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22 May 1867 - To Frankfurt, Germany, franked with two values of same color
from successive issues: 30c (Zst. 41) and 10¢ (Zst. 31) twice to total up 50c.

11 Sept. 1867 - Double weight
Letter to Annecy, France,
franked 60c with 2 blue shade
stamps of 30c (Zst. 41b).

Blue shade stamps (instead of
ultramarine) are noted in Ge-
neva from 06.1867 to 05.1868

Only 2 covers recorded
with two blue shade
stamps

(e)




Neighbouring Countries Before UPU 12 Particular Dated Postmarks

The head of Postal Zone I in Geneva experiments a PD combined cancellation.
It also tries out a post office settled within a hotel as a unique case in Switzerland.

First Day of Handle PD
postmarks recorded

Only 25 documents re-
corded (1871 to 1875)
of which 4 letters

(&)

4 April 1871 - To Lyon, franked 30c (Zst. 41), cancelled with a "handle PD".
These were reserved for printed matter sent abroad.

HOTEL NATIONAL

(AW 1444 / Giiller 2444)
31.10.1875 - 15.09.1884

Only 25 covers recorded
on the 9 years of use

First day recorded

Ex H. Grand

Cf. article from J. Voruz in 31 Oct. 1875 - Letter from the Hotel National to Dijon, France, franked 30c (Zst.
Documents Philateliques No. 211 30 et 40). Postmarks of railway post N° "1 a" (Geneva to Culoz) and SUISSE

© Academie de Philatelie. AMB. M.CENIS (Culoz to Macon).



Neighbouring Countries Before UPU

12

Inadequate Frankings

Postage due for insufficient franking: Rate for not franked
mail 50c ./. used stamps = difference paid by addressee.

10 April 1869 - Within the city,
franked 5c (Zst. 30), then redi-
rected to Paris and put straight
into the mobile mailbox (Boite)
at the rail station. Postage due
50c for unfranked mail less used
stamps Sc rounded to §
(decimes). Given to the counter
the letter would have been char-
ged due 25¢ only (30c ./. 5¢).
Railway postmark GENEVE-
CULOZ exceptionally well
printed and French railway ex-
change office stamp SUISSE /
BELLEGARDE.

15 Sept. 1873 - To Livourne,
Tuscany, franked 25¢ (Zst.
40) instead of 30c according
to the rate of 1869. Italian
postage due stamps were
used to collect the remainder
(Sass. 3, 4, 6).

Calculation:

Gross postage due 40c
Partial franking J.25¢
Remainder 15¢

@



Neighbouring Countries Before UPU 1.2 Inadequate Frankings

Use of foreign stamps or postal stationery with printing
defects may lead to final excessive sending coss.

10 attempts of French franking
recorded before UPU (from 1854)

Only 2 covers of which French
stamp bears a Swiss cancellation

9 Sept. 1875 - To Belley, France, franked 30c with a French stamp
(YT 56). After having been aknowledged at the counter, the ex-
change office refused it and marked full postage due 5 decimes.
Then according to the French postal circular of September 1872, the
used stamp was deducted so that the recipient paid only 2 decimes.

Exceptional used
Albino imprint
without regard
to the value

Ex H. Stone

8 Sept. 1873 - To Freiburg, Germany, franked with a 25¢ stamp (Zst. 40). No attempt to use
the albino 10c imprinted stamp (Zst. U13 II).



Neighbouring Countries Before UPU 1.2 Successive Frankings

USA + Switzerland + France
France + Switzerland + France

15 Sept. 1868 - Letter from Nia-
gara Falls, U.S.A. direct to Gene-
va, then redirected to St-Gervais,
France. Successive frankings
U.S.A. 15cents (Scott 77) and
Swiss 60c (Zst. 35) at double
weight rate. Very pale cancella-

tion NJAGARA FALLS /N.Y.
from 31 Aug.
Ex Grand, ex Wyler e

9 March 1865 - Letter from
Lyon, France direct to Gene-
va, then redirected to Paris.
Successive frankings:

French 40c (YT 23) and
Swiss 40c (Zst. 34) at simple
rate. Mark LYON of 8 March,
French rhombus with large
figures and Genevan postmark
TOMBE A A BOITE justifying
the additional franking.

(e)




Neighbouring Countries Before UPU

1.2

Successive Frankings

11 Aug. 1873 - Letter from Nice, France
direct to Geneva, then redirected to
Gryon sur Bex, canton of Vaud. Succes-
sive frankings: French 30c (2 x YT 23)
and Swiss 10c (Zst. 38) without penalty.
Postmark NICE of 9 August, French
rhombus of railway post ML (Marseille-
Lyon) and Genevan postmark.

(@

France + Switzerland
Switzerland + Italy

1 May 1871 - Stationery
enveloppe (Zst. U11) di-
rect to Rome, Italy, then
redirected to Manziana.
Italian additional ad-
hesive franking 20
centesimi (Sass. L26).
Both frankings correct for
their respective postal
routes as for separate sen-
dings. The forwarder may
have put the enveloppe
straight in the mailbox.

Ex Vogel



Neighbouring Countries Before UPU 1.2 Successive Frankings

Switzerland + France + Great-Britain

10 May 1874 - Letter
from Messageries Natio-
nales, Geneva office, di-
rect to Amphion close to
Evian, France, correctly
franked 30c (Zst. 41) for
a weight < 10g, then redi-
rected to Paris. From Pa-
ris, redirected again to
London with an additio-
nal franking of 30c (pair
YT 59). Postage from
Switzerland to Great-
Britain via French way:
50c for each part of 74g.
For a weight likely bet-
ween 7% and 10g, Great-
Britain charged due the
difference between
double postage and the
used stamps, i.e. 2d.

Successive cancellations:

10 May GENEVE / LET. + EXP.

11 May EVIAN-LES-BAINS_

12 May MONT-CENIS A MACON
12 May LYON A PARIS

13 May PARIS / ETRANGER

13 May 1 PARIS 1

13 May PARIS / R. MONTAIGNE
14 May LONDON

G



Letters as from UPU 1.3 ' Rates until 31.08.1884

Standard rate for letters < 15g : 25c. Postage due: 50c ./. used stamps.
Unknown recipient: flat rate 20c

Thudichum Boarding School
(1876-1919) before hosting
an hotel and since 1946 the
headquarters of the ICRC.

25 Feb. 1876 - Stationery
enveloppe (Zst. U18) to
Budapest, Hungary, with
imprint of the Thu-
dichum Boarding School.
Standard UPU franking
25c¢ and overleaf postmark
BUDAPEST / 76 FEB.27.

Only example known
so far

10 June 1876 - To Do-
ver, UK. Successful
attempt to use albino
10¢ imprinted stamp
(Zst. U13 II) which
was valid for postage.
Circled in blue to en-
sure the value be no-
ticed. Additional fran-
king to reach 25¢ (Zst
38 and 30).

Exceptional used
Albino value

Ex Schifer (&)



Letters as from UPU

1.3

Rates until 31.08.1884

New calculations of postage dues since the advent of UPU.

(Noél 1164)
1876 - 25.01.1880

27 March 1877 - To Crest, France, franked
25¢ with a French stamp (YT 78). Not ak-
nowledged at the counter and cancelled by the
exchange office with the French entry post-
mark SUISSE / LYON. Then according to the
French rate from 01.01.1876 to 31.03.1879,
postage due = 60c / 15g minus the value of
any stamp affixed so that the recipient had
only 35 c to pay.

Only 2 tied up Swiss letters recorded

Ex Winterstein

14 Aug. 1879 - To Magland, Hte
-Savoie, franked 20c. Destina-
tion beyond border zone, thus 05
¢ missing, written in blue. 20 ¢
handwritten in red and Swiss
postage due stamp of 20¢ (Zst. 6
IT K) according to Swiss postal
provision from 1876: When the
recipient is unknown, the sender
pays the postage due for domes-
tic unfranked letters regardless
of initial franking.

At the back handwritten mention
"Décachetée par conformité de
nom" (break opened resulting of
name conformity); wax seal
MAGLAND / POSTES with
crossed string.

(&



Letters as from UPU 1.3 Rates until 31.08.1884

As from UPU, the place of France among postal
destinations from Geneva becomes less dominating.

RD
QQQ\\N e &

S -

MUNROE&C”

&

»p ———
¢,
€scrige.?

Successive frankings:

19 sept. GENEVE / SUC. + GAR.

19 sept. GENEVE / EXP. + LET. (back)

20 sept. LONDON EC / PAID

21 sept. BROWN, SHIPLEY & Co (forward.)

21 sept. LONDON EC / A (back)

23 sept. PARIS / PL. DE LA MADELEINE

23 sept. MUNROE & C° (forwarding agent)

24 sept. AMSTERDAM / 5-6

24 sept. AMSTERDAM / 12 - IN (back)

27 sept. KIOBENHAVN

28 sept. 10 - 120 (Danish oval)

29 sept. 2 DANEMARK 2 / ERQUELINNES
(French entry postmark)

19 Sept. 1878 - Letter franked 25¢ (Zst. 40) to London, then redirected to Paris, Ex Schifer &)
Amsterdam, Copenhague and back to Paris.

30 Nov. 1882 - To Nantua,
France, franked 25c¢ (Zst
60A and 66A) as for single
weight (less than 15g). The
weight check disclosed
15.20 (g) as handwritten at
the upper left. Postage due
was calculated as follow:

Gross postage due for

double weight 2 x 50100c
Partial franking  ./. 25c¢
Remainder 75¢

The French post used
CHIFFRE-TAXE stamps
(YT 9 and 16) of which the
square blue one of 60¢
especially uncommon.
Mention a rendre (to send
back) and Swiss postage
due of 20 ¢ according to
the provision of 1876 (see
previous page).

(&



Letters as from UPU 1.3 Rates from 01.09.1884

Same standard rate for letters. Postage due: twice the difference.

AMULE

(AW 25 /795)
21.09.1878 - 18.12.1884

Last date recorded

18 Dec. 1884 - Letter from Duniéres, France
direct to Paris, correctly franked 15¢ (YT 90),
then redirected to Geneva. Postage due 10c
(Zst. 18B K 1I) without penalty because of
correct initial franking. Genevan handstamp
INCONNU A L'APPEL (unknown addres-
see), thus due stamp cancelled in red. At the
back postmark PARIS REBUTS of 22 Dec.

2 Jan. 1885 - Six-time postage letter from Fischbach, Germany, to Geneva, franked 40 pfennig (pair Mi 42). Postage due
stamps 2 Fr. (Zst. 21A K) cancelled GENEVE / FACTEURS. Rate for 80 (g): 6 x 25¢ = Fr. 1.50. Used stamps: 40 pf. =
50c. Shortage: Fr. 1.-. Postage due: twice i.e. 200 (c). One of the biggest postage dues seen on letter in Geneva (e)

s
e
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Letters as from UPU 1.3 Rates from 01.09.1884

Around the end of the century, large hotels use their stationery as international advertising.

o N

= N

KN NEX ssange

% EENEK sRasnnln
Weew
BRlanpgon

memE -

4 Aug. 1903 - Double
weight letter direct to s
Vichy, France, franked _ =
only 25¢ (Zst. 73E). e S e

French postage due gy ¢ > AT
stamp 50c (YT 37) for S BB N gl
twice the difference of : e
25¢, cancelled VICHY / s :
ALLIER. wo

Pension de Hiller

CBREPD e

7, quai du Mont-Blanc, 7 — / i iy .

6 June 1896 - Letter to
Trieste, Austria franked
26¢ (13 x Zst. 58B) i.e.
¢ overfranked. The
hotel may have expe-
rienced a 25¢ stamp
reserve out of stock.
Cancellation GENEVE
RUE DU RHONE (AW
142 / Gii 8336).

Very uncommon fran-
king with an ordinary
stamp

(e)




Letters as from UPU 1.3 Rates from 01.09.1884

UPU standard postages allow though a large variety of frankings.

1899 issue 1894 issue

7 A :
% 7Z éf&?] s 17 Jan. 1901 - Double weight

letter direct to Florence, Italy
franked 50c with a combina-

/4 %{d M;;za z La;) tion of twin values from two

successive issues of Standing
Helvetia (Zst. 67D & 73D).

SEIEY
%/’ (F g 3 examples recorded

over 25 years

: in Geneva
. % |

(&)

1899 - 1966
(Baer O1)

23 Nov. 1901 - Let-
ter from the Geneva
municipal utilities to
Paris. Use of a per-
fin stamp (Zst. 73D)
with a private perfo-
ration to ensure a
professionnal usage.




Letters as from UPU

1.3

Rates from 01.09.1884

8 April 1901 - Letter from Dur-
ban, Natal, direct to Geneva,

then redirected to Paris. Correct
franking 2'2d (SG 113) and no

additional franking or postage

due despite the letter was put
straight in the mobile railway
mailbox. Linear railway post-
mark Genéve (AW 39a/974,
type A3) and railway cancella-
tion AMBULANT / N° + 1.
(Geneva to Culoz).

Redirected mail

15 Dec. 1900 - Letter
from the newspaper "La
Suisse" direct to Paris
without valid franking.
French stamp of 15¢
(YT 90) not aknowled-
ged. Postage due 2 x 25¢
=50 (c) with French
"Chiffre Taxe" (YT 28,
29, 30). Handwritten
mention at the back
"Refusée pour taxe"
(refused on account of
postage due), letter sent
back (office RUE DU
RHONE) and Swiss due
stamp (Zst. 20G) affixed
and charged to sender.



Letters as from UPU

8 Nov. 1907 - Double
weight letter direct to
Leipzig, Germany,

franked 40c (Zst. 89A)

at the new rate of 1%
Oct. 1907 i.e. 25c for
the first 20 grams +
15c¢ for the surplus.

New "floweret cancel-

lation" GENEVE 5 /
SUCC. BOURG DE
FOUR.

The use of Standing

Helvetias according to

the new rates of 1907
is uncommon

Express Deliveries &
Rates from 01.10.1907

4 May 1907 - Letter sent
by express delivery direct
to Munich, Germany,
franked 55¢ (Zst. 88A and
93A): 25c¢ for regular pos-
tage + 30c for express fee.
Handwritten mention 46
for the pneumatic bureau
in Munich.

Entire trilingual
label ¢4 2 Guignard &
Vuille) employed in its
correct period of use
(1906-1909) and bearing
the departure cancellation

(&)




Border Zone 14 Rates before UPU

Right bank of Rhone river (departments Ain & Jura):
Since 1850, the French border zone is enforced for dis-
tances up to 30 km bird eye from bureau to bureau.
From Geneva, the radius comprises Ferney, Gex, Col-
longes (Fort-Ecluse), Chdtillon-de-Michaille, St-Claude.

Left bank of Rhone river (department of Haute-Savoie):
Since 1860, postal traffic with former Sardinian Savoy is
taken over by France, keeping the 35 km applicable.
From Geneva, the radius comprises mainly Frangy, An-
necy, Bonneville, Thonon.

© 1. Voruz, 2007

9 frankings recorded in Switzerland

Only example recorded to a
foreign destination

\&_W;“’*M/
- / ﬁ - SW] Ex Schdfer (e)

19 Jan 1863 - To St-Julien franked 20c with a combination of twin values of
successive issues: Imperforated and Perforated Helvetias (Zst. 23G + 31).

These two covers belong
to the 5 mixed frankings
recorded from Switzer-
land to France

(see also pages 17-18)

10 June 1863 - Triple weight to Tho-
non, Hte-Savoie. Mixed franking 60c
with imperforated and perforated Hel-
vetias (Zst. 26G and 32).

€




Border Zone 1.4 Rates before UPU

Single Letter Rates for Border Zone

From 1859 to 30.09.1865: 20cupto 7% g
01.10.1865to 31.12.1875: 20cupto10g
01.01.1876 to 30.06.1892: 20cuptol5g
01.07.1892 to 30.09.1907: 15cuptol5g
01.10.1907 to 31.01.1921: 10cupto20g

22 Sept. 1865 - Triple weight letter direct
to Annecy, Haute-Savoie. Franking 60c
(Zst. 35) for 3 x 20. Genevan postmark
P.D. (Paid to Destination) used only in
1865 and French entry postmark SUISSE /
ANNECY of the following day.

60c stamps used for triple bor-
der postage are much scarcer
than any other usage

&

28 June 1867 - To Thonon, Hte-Savoie,
redirected to Lyon. Regular border
Swiss franking 20c (Zst. 32). Further
French franking 20c (YT 29) for the
route from Thonon to Lyon (domestic
rate from bureau to bureau) paid by the
"forwarder". GENEVE C (Rive district
office) and THONON dated 3 July.

@)




Border Zone

1.4 Rates before UPU

Insufficient franking gives rise to postage due as follows: rate for
not franked mail ./. used stamps = difference paid by addressee.

CHAPONNIERE §& C“
© GENEVE.

12/ 14 May 1866 - To Thonon, franked
10c instead of 20c. Mark AFFR. INSUF.
(insufficient franking), before being cros-
sed out on 14 May. As the letter had been
put straight into the mailbox (TOMBE A 1
BOITE: see 1.1 Domestic Official Mail),
the office decided to anticipate a postage
due, not to penalize the addressee. The
firm CHAPONNIERE had most likely a
current account with the Post office.

Gross postage due  50c
Partial franking  ./. 20c
Remainder 30c

Exceptional use of
the former black
grid of Geneva to
cancel the "PD"

Ex Vogel

Calculation:
Gross postage due 30c
Partial franking /. 10c¢ (Zst. 31)

Remainder (14 May) 20c (Zst. 32)

(e)

(F o

14 Nov. 1869 - From Zurich to Mornex, Hte-Savoie: Border zone to Geneva but not to Zu-
rich (distant rate 30c). Handstamp 3 decimes from the French exchange office in Geneva.



Border Zone 1.4 Rates before UPU

From Switzerland with a French stamp /
From France with a Swiss stamp.

Before UPU, 10 attempts of
French franking are recor-
ded (1854 to 1875)

The only one for the

Border zone

One of the 2 French
Jrankings bearing a
Swiss cancellation

(&)

4 May 1868 - From Geneva to Ferney-Voltaire, Ain, franked with a French
stamp of 20c (YT 22). After having been aknowledged at the counter, the ex-
change office refused it and calculated the full postage due, 30c / 3 decimes.

French exchange office:
enforced full postage
due 50 c (as Lucerne is
out of Border zone)
with Ficelle handstamp.

Swiss exchange office
in Geneva: striked the

postage due, put the PD
mark and cancelled the
stamp GENEVE A.

17 May 1868 - From Thonon, France, direct to Lucerne. Franked with a Swiss stamp
of 30c (Zst. 41). The counter did not aknowledge and left the stamp blank.



Border Zone 1.4 Rates before UPU

1867 marks new issues for the 10c and 30c stamps of which
colours change. The other stamps colours change later.

1867 issue 1862 issue

13 mixed frankings 10+ 10 are recorded in
Switzerland of which 2 abroad

The so-called "Rose & Bluette"
cover is known as the finest and
most spectacular franking of

s o

twin Sitting Helvetia values. v- - d ey .
28 Oct. 1867 - To Sergy, Ain, Pays de Gex, franked with twin va-
Ex H Grand (@) lues of successive issues: red 10c¢ (Zst. 38) and blue 10¢ (Zst. 31)

to comply with the rate of 20c.

17 Feb. 1874 - To Thonon, Haute-
Savoie, franked 1 Fr. (Zst. 36¢) for
5 times weight confirmed with the
handwritten 5.

(&




Border Zone

14 Rates before UPU

N A"“‘" g ?.'? L
,&__ =
O i s s

20 March 1871 - From Nyon,
Vaud, to Essert, Hte-Savoie.
French postage due mark 30c
applicable to not franked bor-
der zone letters. At the back,
handwritten mention "Parti
sans laisser d'adresse"
(moved address unknown).
Sent back to Nyon via Geneva
where the exchange office af-
fixed the form Nr. 202 in-
tended to recover the French
postage due from the sender.

(e

Rates in Border zone are the same for
incoming mail as well as postage dues.

13 June 1874 - From Bonneville, Haute-
Savoie, to Geneva, correctly franked 20c
with an inverted pair (téte-béche) of Ceres
(YT 58) [little rep. top of left stamp]. At the
back, arrival postmark of the same day.

(e)

9 examples recorded in Geneva (1863-1874)



Border Zone

1.4

Rates as from UPU

Beside unmodified rates, the new UPU standard
allows the simple postage up to 15 grams.

14 Aug. 1879 - To Gex, Ain, fran-
ked 20c (Zst. 32). Handwritten
mention "adresse insuffisante"
(insufficient address). Opened by
postmen to find the addressee;
unsuccessful attempts in Ferney
and Gex as handwritten on back,
then wax sealed GEX / POSTES
with crossed string.

Only 2 tied up Swiss
letters recorded

Ex Winterstein

28 Dec. 1876 - To Bons-
en-Chablais, Hte-Savoie.
Franking 20c with the
stationery envelope (Zst.
U22) and the re-use of a
stamp not cancelled
(Zst. 38). The sender cut
the cover on which the
stamp was affixed.



Border Zone 1.4 Rates as from UPU

Granite paper issue anounces the end of the Sitting Helvetia era.
Printed matter aknowledgement makes rates dividing by four.

r — = - —
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16 Jan. 1882 - To Bellegarde,
Ain, franked Sc granite paper
(Zst. 45). Cancellation of the
RIV(E) postal subsidiary.

Price list eligible to printed
matter rate (< 50g) although
blank spaces filled out by hand

15 March 1882 - To Bonne-

ville, Hte-Savoie, franked 20c
granite paper (Zst. 48). Can-
cellation GENEVE / SUC. +
GAR. (Succursale Gare = Rail
Station Postal Subsidiary). £

HOL 96 \H0LS OB

SOy

\X¢

Formular from the Courthouse
of Commerce not eligible to -
printed matter rate because of
blank spaces filled out by hand

5
SALRONY
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Border Zone 1.4 Rates as from UPU

Geneva, as Vaud, Neuchatel and Valais, tries again to use its own
postmarks RL (Rayon Limitrophe = Border Radius) as in the 1850's.

RL

10.05.1884 - 09.01.1902
to Haute-Savoie

6 Nov. 1886 - To Bonneville,
franked 20c Standing Helvetia
(Zst. 66A). Cancellation of the

: e y%/ RIVE subsidiary.
o S Gk, PN = =
: \ Sy W ) p Most border mail do not bear
i Tl & ’ & the mark RL

GENEVE /LET. EXP.
(Handle Postmark)

18.01.1877 - 14.02.1888 i
L SR b/m?/ﬁ

13 Oct. 1887 - To St-Genis, Ain, Pays i
de Gex, franked 20c (2 x Zst. 61A), / ] = o
cancelled with a former "handle PD GRS T M tae
postmark" of which PD was cut out ’ \_{L_N

as from the advent of UPU. 7 é .Z / Z | ¢




Border Zone 14

Rates as from UPU

As from mid-1892 border rate decreases to 15c.

7 June 1894 - To Onex, Canton, then
redirected to Sergy, Ain, France. Ini-
tially franked Sc (Zst. 60B), then ad-
ditional adhesive (Zst. 61B) to com-
ply with the 15¢ for Border zone.
Cancellation RUE DU STAND sub-
sidiary, then ONEX dated 7, then 8
June because of late collection.

RL mark.

19 June 1903 -
Money letter 100
Fr. to Bonneville,

Haute-Savoie.
Franking:

Border rate for
double weight (/9
gr. handwritten)
2x15¢c= 30¢

Registration fee
UPU flat rate 25c¢

Insurance fee
10c /300 Fr. 10c¢

Total 65¢

Rare example
of Money let-
ter in Border

Zone



Border Zone 1.4 Rates as from UPU

Since 1892, the former central post office is a subsidiary named RUE DU STAND be-
side 4 other subsidiaries while the new main office is located at Rue du Mont-Blanc.

23 June 1899 - French prefranked
letter card 15¢ (YT 156) from Fer-
ney-Voltaire to Geneva where
adressee was absent. At the back,
handwritten mention parti pour
Paris (left to Paris). Swiss comple-
mentary franking 10c (Zst. 61B)
to reach the UPU postage of 25c¢.

4 June 1904 - Registered postal
card from RUE DU STAND
direct to Gex, Ain, franked 35¢
10c stationery (Zst. P28) and
25¢ Standing Helvetia (Zst.
73E) for registration postage.

The stamp RECOMMANDE is
private. Black postal R label in
use from 1903 to 1907.

Very uncommon
registered postal card
in Border zone

(&)




Border Zone 1.4 Rates as from UPU

As from 1907 border rate decreases to 10c.

T3V NINNOIN s

17 Jan. 1907 - Summons ;
from the Commercial court
of St-Julien-en-Genevois
(Haute-Savoie) to an unk- . : . -
nown addressee in Geneva. S 2 2
Franking 10c Semeuse (YT
129). One of the two cancel-
lations bears a wrong date as 4
GENEVE should be later
than ST-JULIEN. Green bi-
lingual label for insufficient
address.

TRIBUNAL DE COMMERCE DE SAINT-JULIEN-EN-GENEVOIS

Adresse
ungenugend.

Very late handstamp
INCONNU A L'APPEL

Last date recorded

| TR
i w\ ?_":\ o }?3
Lt S Y =

Téléphone 4952

23 Jan. 1908 - To Gex,
franked 10c (Zst. 83).

Since 11 Nov. 1907, the
new issues Tell Boy and
Helvetia Bust are the
only stamps available.

Uncommon use of

Cross & Numerals
after Nov. 1907

Monsieur Montbarﬁan
Avoué

a4 G EX




Registered Mail - Domestic 15 Registration Fees until 1876

Domestic Rates for registered letters
01.10.1849t0 31.08.1871: x 2
01.09.1871 to 31.08.1876: + 10c

Registered mail from Geneva is
rare until 1871 (double rate):

5 domestic sendings
recorded from 1849
to 1871

e o i N

26 June 1869 - To Vevey, Vaud, franked 20c (2x Zst. 38) at double letter rate
according to the unified 10c rate of 01.07.1862. Rare octogonal handstamp
APRES LE DEPART (see page 51).

3 examples
recorded in
Switzerland

Ex Vogel

(e

5 Feb. 1873 - Pre-stamped 30c envelope (Zst. U15) to Interlaken, canton of Bern.
Regular use: single letter to France or Italy. Actual: registered double weight to
a distant Swiss destination. Double distant rate 20c + registration fee 10c = 30¢



Registered Mail - Domestic

| B

Registration Fees 1876 - 1884
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Domestic Rates for registered letters
01.09.1876 to 31.10.1884: + 20c

14 Jan. 1878 - Pre-stamped
25c envelope (Zst. U18) to
Carouge, within the canton.

Regular use: single letter to
most UPU countries.

Actual use: registered letter
to a local Swiss destination.

Local single rate: 5¢
Registration fee: 20c
Total: 25¢
Few examples noticed in

Switzerland

N <

17 July 1882 - Receipt
for a registered letter ad-
dressed to Comptoir
d'Escompte (trade dis-
count bank) in Zurich.
Flat fee 20c (Zst. 48 gra-
nite paper).

From 1866 to 1882
only 5 receipts re-
corded in Geneva

Overleaf
(excerpt)

(&




Registered Mail - Domestic . Registration Fees 1876 - 1884
I —————— et R e ————

(after mail collection)

(AW 24/792)
22.05.1864 - 15.08.1879

15 Aug. 1879 - To Clarens,
canton Vaud.

Single distant rate:  10c
Registration fee: 20c
Total: 30c

Pre-stamped envelope (Zst.
U27) and additional fran-
king (Zst. 32).

Rare octogonal handstamp
APRES LE DEPART

22 May 1882 - Letter
to Basle with a mixed
franking 30c combi-
ning Sitting Helvetia
and Numeral issues
(Zst. 48 granite pa-
per + 61A).

Mixed franking pos-
sible from April 1882
to Sept. 1883

Only 9 mixed
Jfrankings recor-
ded in Geneva

@




Registered Mail - Domestic

1.5

Registration Fees from 1884

10 April 1895 - To Eaux-
Vives within the canton,
franked 15¢ (Zst. 60B
and 61B) i.e. local pos-
tage Sc + registration
10c. Labels R (Guignard
& Vuille Nr. 1 a) and
"Parti" (Nr. 11): Moved

away.

Domestic Rates for registered letters
01.11.1884 to 31.12.1917: + 10c

15 Oct. 1896 - Re-
ceipt for a Chargé
(registered) addres-
sed within the city.

Local postage 5S¢
Registration fee 10c
Receipt flat fee _5Sc
Total 20c

Temporary post-
mark VILLAGE
SUISSE of the Na-
tional Exhibition:
27.04 - 19.10.1896




Registered Mail - International 1.5

Before UPU

Registered letter rates for France
01.10.1849 to 30.09.1865: x 2
01.10.1865t0 31.12.1875: + 40c

| et
O e . e

19 Aug. 1863 - Double weight letter (9 grams) direct to Bagnols-sur-Céze franked
1.60 Fr. (Zst. 35 and 36), i.e. 40c x 2 x 2.

CHARGE
(AW 194/ 647)
28.03.1863 - 13.08.1864

4 examples recorded

Postage from Ferney-Voltaire
(border French post office)
would have costed only 60c:
40c (2 x weight) + 20c (fee)

8 letters to foreign
destinations recorded
Jrom 1849 to 1865

:¢

PD

fr-' - - -
Z&-Q E23t 73 Q_,Jg_ll ,,)

(AW 134/ 3438) , g :
e ‘ TRy
10.04.1862 - 03.08.1875 ; 2 BHE:: col
Used only at the _ ;
registration counter |
/% :7"-’1 1‘/4 -8
b
] |
3 //
f * <
; /f}gchz /‘:-ML. }21#“ b B e A

(AW 19B1/718)

) - / ).
Lg/ /{!—csz ,-'(aLd‘ [’[‘/v-

Angular corners
Letters: E, G', N°

Exceptional handstamp
never reported
in Geneva

S |

”I)

P

ZQQLﬂC,

Scarce single franking
1 Fr.

(e)
i.e. 2x30c + 40c.

17 Feb. 1866 - Double weight letter (16.8 g) direct to Avignon franked 1 Fr. (Zst. 36a)



Registered Mail - International 1.5 Before UPU

= France offers the only means to send registered mail to UK. :

FRANCE / REGISTERED

REGISTERED / LONDON
(UK entry)

(UK aknowledgement)

GENEVE/1 A/DISTY

3 SUISSE 3 / BELLEGARDE
(Swiss consignment)

(French entry)

18 April 1866 - To Liverpool via France, franked with 42 stamps of 1 Fr. (Zst. 36a gold bronze, reddish shade): 1 block of 10, 1 block of 9, 1 block of 4,

1 strip of 5, 1 strip of 4, 1 pair and 8 lone examples.
Among the three possible routes in 1866 - Germany, Belgium, France - the latter (via Bellegarde) is the only way for which registered mail is allowed.
Postage calculation for a weight of 359.6g : 48 fractions of 7.5g at each 50c, doubled for registration = 48 Fr. Probable 6 Fr. additional franking on the

back, never mentioned by the successive owners of the piece.
The so-called "Liverpool Cover” is known as being the most important and spectacular postage of Swiss classic philately (Y]

Ex Burrus, ex Grand



Registered Mail - International

1.5

As from UPU

12 Aug. 1876 - Standard
UPU pre-paid envelope
to Chemnitz, Germany,
25c (Tiibli Zst. U18).
Additional franking 10c
(Zst. 38) for registration
fee. German label
"Eingeschrieben" (Regis
-tered) from the railway
post Frankfurt-Eisenach.

Duration of the 10c rate:
14 months

Registered letter rates UPU

01.07.1875 to 31.08.1876: + 10c
01.09.1876 to 31.03.1879: + 20c
01.04.1879 to 31.01.1921: + 25¢

13 Oct. 1876 - To Oxford,
Great-Britain (Zst. U23).
Additional franking 20c
(Zst. 32) according to the
new rate of 1% Sept. 1876.

Same cancellation
GENEVE with the year
at the 3" line instead of
the 4" one (see above)



Registered Mail - International ; As from UPU

Sole
combination
50+ 50
recorded in
Switzerland

o

30 June 1882 - Triple weight to Paris franked 1 Fr. with a combination of twin values of two
successive issues, Sitting and Standing Helvetias (Zst. 43 + 70A).

19 March 1881 - To
Darmstadt, Germany,
pre-stamped 25¢ (Zst.
U18) with an additional
franking of 25¢ (Zst. 40),
same color, same value.

Ex H. Grand




Registered Mail - International 1.5 As from UPU

Geneva uses successive postal marks to ensure identification of registered mail.

R
AW 8/ 1)
07.09.1883 - 02.03.1891

7 Sept. 1883 - Pre-
printed envelope single
weight to the address of
the private forwarder
Munroe & Co. in Paris,
franked 25 + 25¢ (Zst.

ue Sem be, 60A and 67A). First day
recorded of the R mark

PARIS, FRANCE | ioGsneva,

& A Ll s VY e ,.w--n;'»-'

R Genéve village suisse
(G&V 1)
09-17.10.1896

9 Oct. 1896 - To Mar-
seille from a wormwood
producer most likely
exhibitor at the Swiss
National Fair of 1896 in
Geneva. Franked 50c
(Zst. 69D & 61B).
Extremely scarce regis-
tration label from the
temporary post office of
"village suisse".

One of the sole
examples known




Registered Mail - International 1.5 As from UPU

Multiple weight sendings.

2 May 1900 - To Sal-
lanches, Haute-Savoie,

France, triple weight.
3x25 75¢
Fee 25¢
Total 1.00
(Zst. 71D).
Rare lone 1 Fr. — T
franking Genéve, np gy Sty
© e
[ i = —

THE STRANGERS CHROVICLE

REVUERE IMMOBILIERE

AGR!COLE COMMERCIALE & INDUSTRIELLE

Bureau : 11, ru

R Genéve
. G&V 1)
¢ \50
e 30.06.1893 - 10.07.1901

25 July 1900 - Double
weight to Abbeville,

Monsieur ANTY

France, franked 75¢
Notaire (Zst. 3 x 79A). Private
F handstamp RECOM-
a “Bﬂlll-l 7 ) - MANDE and regulatory
oy e - - B B e (Semme -France) : postal label R of the

central office.

RECOMMANDE B |




Registered Mail - International 1.5

As from UPU

Registered mail apart from letters is much more uncommon.

o ¥ 16 March 1906 - Wrapper direct
cz.uwum

to Darmstadt, Germany, prepaid
Sc (Zst. S20). Additional franking

’ 30c (Zst. 68E). Postage for photo-
Cdbﬂ ,‘ ( M : graphic prints at printed matter

5 Dec. 1903 - Local letter

correctly franked 15¢ (Zst.

64B), then redirected to
Annecy, France. French
postage due 35c without
penalty, then sent back to
Geneva (Retour a l'en-
voyeur). Same Swiss pos-
tage due without penalty
dated 8 Dec.

(&)

rate: 10c for a weight up to 100 g
+ registration fee 25c¢.

Geraionist Leeeisbolicealloneieae

Bekhiirs ©




Official Mail to Foreign Destinations 1.6 Suisse Service Public

Public services from Switzerland, France and the major part of Germany may
exchange mail with franking privileges according to the agreement of 1857.

29 Nov. 1871 - Envelope of the
Swiss postal administration to St-
Chamond post office, France.
Form Nr. 250 intended for money
orders transmission. Boxed
S.S.P. imprinted on the form.

One of the 5 recorded
S.S.P. covers from

Geneva to France
(1858-1876)

30 Nov. 1865 - Official letter . :
from the Genevan Police Ad- *
ministration direct to the pre- ‘4
sident of the Darmstadt Cour- j 5
thouse, Grand Duchy of

S

Hesse, Germany. Postmark
S.S.P. to mark the franking
privilege. As the addressee is

not a civil servant, a postage 2 ':
due for the German domestic E : ¥
part was charged. g i
Only example recorded g &/
Jrom Geneva g g
to Germany Et"" a

Ex H. Grand, ex Vuille

a5 S |
i-m&:;;g_‘,;,w; s R




Official Mail to Foreign Destinations 1.6 Postal Administration

International correspondence between post offices adopt various forms. Such
documents are not supposed to have been kept and they are always scarce.

{m .l///-‘,"" ‘mb';

o e b fndle

1% 4 /d e
L
39

(%« e,
y,
orore

)
y
(

V4
&
p

Ne
>
)
.
*.

Vgeqe of le
a

\

<\

WAL,

o

-

28 Dec. 1866 - Claim from the

post of Nice, France, dated 26 7\ r 7
Dec. to the mail post (Bureau ‘Z ZJ LR R g Aane -

fete, .
7/
de la poste aux lettres) in Ge- 2 b Sty fot P e > SRR AR - = 1) 5

neva. The Genevan post re-

plied twice (black handwri- S /Z, ;
ting) respectively on the 28th : & vt Dw’b L O :

December and 3 January
(questions from Nice) in red
handwriting. Postage 30c only
paid by the French post on the

first sending (YT 21 et 22). g
oo %

Only example noticed
with this postmark
from the Genevan :

head of Posts o j/‘-v Rvacie Al LGS o 4 '/% ;

o

- .



Official Mail to Foreign Destinations 1.6

Postal Administration

Overleaf
(AW 73D / Gii 1393)

12.02.1873 - 15.02.1886

2 covers recorded

2 Sept. 1876 - Letter from
the head of Postal zone I
direct to Agen, France.
Franking privilege not ak-
nowledged for the private
addressee who had to pay
10 decimes for a double
weight postage due.

The main post office located at Rue du Stand until 1892 and
then Rue du Mont-Blanc deals with most official matters.

27 June 1871 - To the Head
of the Telegraph Office in
Lyon, France, franked 30c
(Zst. U9 & 32) despite the
official nature of the letter.
Sent back free of charge with
the handwritten mention
"concerne le service de la
poste" (= relates to postal
service). At the back post-
marks LYON of 28 June and
AMBULANT la (Railway Post
Culoz-Geneva) of 2 July.




Official Mail to Foreign Destinations . Postal Administration

21.08.1900- 06.11.1922
(AW 152H / Giiller 6918 & 7012)

21 Aug. 1900 - Telegram transmit-
tal cover within the city, redirected
to Cote-d'Or department, France,
then back to Geneva after addres-
see research failure. French pos-
tage due 50c void. Distinct cancel-
lations BUREAU DES TELE-
GRAPHES / GENEVE of 21 and
30 August.

21 April 1897
Postal form
envelope used
by the central
office (Rue du
Mont-Blanc) tc
send its Frenct
money orders
to Paris for
clearing. Re-
gistered mail i
mandatory
(values sen-
ding) and has
full franking
privilege.

Arrival post-
mark 2 PARIS-
ETRANGER 2/
CHARGEMENTS
(abroad regis-
terings)




Postal Cards - Domestic 1.7

Forerunners

Switzerland is the third country in the world (after Austria one year before and Ger-
many in the meantime) to issue postal cards. Rate from 01.10.1870 to 31.12.1917: 5¢

| AREARAAPADABOABEANOBBUN2ARINANRDIAVD DAY VAN ;:5
i = Cart d \ 5
<l 7 arve-corresponaance v 15
' 4 soghoy ; ‘é’
$ 3 £ i
gﬁ} ‘ I} Roum fiix forifttice Mittheilungen auf derMiidfeitel> ! : %;
[ ; jf L de la carte est réserv 6 les ¢o icatikns » RV
FIRST DAY 0 the ostal card ﬁ @ revers de la car %m;nlsli;zvﬁteg?ul' es fo‘mmnmcat 2 j'.’g
(. I tergo della cartolina @ riservato alle communica-~ 2
S zione in scrilto
>

in Switzerland

Only example recorded

=

Ex Vogel

Adresse. — Indirizzo.

5

eSS
o

NGRS BB ADR LY

<
tQ

BRI SS R RS G S VO S R S O R S U8 U e R S G B S e e

1* Oct. 1870 - Brick red issue (Zst. P1) direct to the Suchard firm,

Neuchatel.

B\ Carte-correspondance.

Raum fiir fdriftlice Mittheilungen auf der Riidjeite.

ji| Le x‘pveru de la carte est réserv é pour les communicatiorh

manusecri tes.

"Il tergo della cartolina é riservato alle communica-
zione in iscritlo

Adresse. — Indirizzo.

7 Nov. 1872 - To Nyon, Vaud, with
additional franking of Sc (Zst. 30). The
sender paid the letters postage of 10c
although all features seem comply with
postal cards provisions. The stamp was
left uncancelled in Geneva and hit by
the P.P. stamp of Nyon (AW 12/A).

Such cancellation on stamp
and moreover on a postal card
is exceptional

Ex Stone

(@



Postal Cards - Domestic 1.7 Definitive

Postal cards are precociously used for dealing with clients and suppliers. Some of them
belong to the very rare mail sent from the postal subsidiary HOTEL NATIONAL.

2 June 1874 - Red brown issue
(Zst. P4) to a photographer and
publisher in Lausanne, then redi-
rected to Biere, Vaud, and RENVOI
A SON TIMBRE (back to the place
of dispatch) via Lausanne. Put to
REBUTS (dead letters) in Geneva.

Ex Vogel

HOTEL NATIONAL

(AW 1444 / Giiller 2444)
25.10.1875 - 15.09.1884

20 March 1876 - To Vevey
Vaud (Zst. P10) from the
Management of the Hotel
National to a supplier.

Only 6 postal cards
recorded for the
9 years of the office

Cf. article from J. Voruz in Documents Philateliques No. 211 - © Academie de Philatelie.



Postal Cards - Domestic 1.7 Definitive

The flat rate of postal cards may not match with some very occasional uses.

20 Nov. 1883 - From a silk
spinning mill to Méannedorf,
Zurich (Zst. P12). A sample
of silk was sticked on the
back; thus postage due was
collected from the recipient:

Rate for unfranked letter 20c
Less pre-payment 5c
Remainder due 15¢
Mixed franking of two dif-
ferent due stamps issues
(Zst. 4 11 and 18A). Marks
of silk below the text.

- TNV S R
ol ol o Hat R\Ses s

‘ < e’ 4._4‘/4‘\ S
g : GEINEWVIS

0/*,ffziggﬁfﬁ , o
e | | Gt 7¢ pe s

» ,;: : o %
""échantillon collé ci-bas" = - e o
e splostick b el Exceptional postage due on domestic postal card

=

Gendve, ne du Rhine

Ne 557

18 Oct. 1905 - Registered
postal card (Zst. P26 TIII) to
the Survey authority of the
legal proceedings office in
Morat, canton of Fribourg.
Additional stamp 10c (Zst.
61B) for registration fee.

Scarce example of registered
postal card for legal purpose

Co6té réservé a I'adresse.

MANUFACTURE 07 & 470 ;ﬂkux_ /

56, hoe dn G,

® - @ENEVE  \v ?i7
) By

.
E.
1
4
&
g.‘_,,
:
¥
o




Postal Cards - Domestic

1.7

Postcards

Private postcards which are actually not postal stationery take still
more place in postal traffic. Postage is the same as for postal cards.

¢ GARTE POSTALE AT )
& Postkarte -Post card N
o _ CARTOLINA POSTALE - LEVELEZO-LAP /o LAC '@%
= Pocztéwka-Karta korespondencyjna-Dopisnice e
3 - .OtTKPbtl;Il‘OE rg;lcbmo. = FEY 1
§ arjeta postal - Cartao postal. R b ———
‘g Brefkort-Briefkaart Brevkort A\, LEMAN & ;
p2 Union postale universelle. z,\’_\,‘--’_-;g.,’ ’ y 4d QN E M
s S VAT G
3 ( T80\ ek 04! e
-
0
o,
‘ E J\’ & \)0 ) T A 4. i I
S
3
s
g
3 TR 479.

31 Dec. 1907 - Private post-
card direct to Yvorne, canton
of Vaud, franked 5c¢ (Zst. 103
Tell Boy) stamped on the
advertising collar of an anti-
drinking movement. Cancel-
lation dated 1.1.08.

Slogans: War on Alcohol /
Alcohol dazes / Wormwood
makes crazy / Alcohol kills

Advertising collars are used
from 1907 but will remain
marginal

1 Feb. 1906 - Forwarded by
freight boat through private
service. Regular franking 5c¢
(Zst. 65B) and private mark
from CARGO - BOATS / LAC /
LEMAN / A. NATURAL, LE
COULTRE & CO.

Mail carried on the Lake of
Geneva was posted at the

subsidiary RUE DU RHONE
the nearest to the pier.

Whether a forwarding fee
was paid by the sender is not
visible on the card.

Only example recorded

(research on the last fifty years
from G. Barraudt, CPhH)

Carte Posd

Tous les pays étrangers n'acceptent pas la gp

Correspondance

Se renseigner a la p




Postal Cards - International 1.7 Before UPU

Postal cards in international traffic are foreseen by GPU / UPU from 1875/76. Since
already 1873, the Austro-German postal union allows postal cards at a reduced rate.

Scarce postal card sent before
UPU at letter rate

One of the two only blocks of
ten 3c stamps in Switzerland

Ex Schdifer

@)

29 Aug. 1872 - Forerunner postal card sent to Brighton, England, franked
30c as a letter (block of 10 Zst. 29) without regard to the imprinted value of
5¢ not yet acknowledged. Pre-UPU PD postmark. Rate direct way (French
post carry but don't handle mail) according to the agreement from 1.1.1869

5 June 1874 - German domes-
tic postal card used before
UPU, franked as a card (MI
14 + P1 combining Eagle
with large / small crest) from
Selestat, German Alsace.
Postmark SCHLETTSTADT
(German name since 1871);
Genevan distribution mark ©
indicating postmen delivery
round.

Twin values of two successive =~ % -":“_'ﬁ!ﬂ!‘!f'") :
issues Y + % = 1 Groschen ; : :

s ,(Ulb,ii;;) e

)




Postal Cards - International

1.7 Non-Conventional Types

4 March 1878 -
Official domestic
postal card used as
international at the
rate of 10c (5 x
Zst. 37) to Hyeéres,
France. The word
"officiel" was ma-
nually striked.

Only example
_known in Geneva

Ex Stone

Domestic postal cards may be used for destinations
abroad provided additional franking is regulatory.

30 June 1893 - Gotthard anni-
versary issue prepaid Sc (Zst.
P30) to Biella, Italy. Registe-
red card franked 50c as a
letter (Zst. 58, 59, 64A, 67C):
illustrations were not allowed
for cards sent abroad; mention
CARTE POSTALE missing.

2 such instances recorded
in Geneva

Stationery valid from 25.06 to
31.12.1893 only

@)



Postal Cards - International 1.7 Reply-Paid Cards

Reply-paid postal cards of which both halves
were used and not separated are exceptional.

Overleaf
Réponse. —  Antwort — Risposta.
S T e Ty
" Postkarte. L e e
; % Gz M’ 14
Carte ppstale. — Cartolina postale. »;,,777 77-__7:,;_,—...»

Nur fiir die Adresse, i) VP BTG

e o i
i
TR s

0JBAIOBLI 0J%'T

W Coté réservé a 1’adresse.

19 / 24 April 1895 - Domestic reply-paid postal card
5+ 5 (Zst. P23) to Paris. Further 5c on both sides
(Zst. 63B). The French postmark (PARIS dated 23
April) is the only possible regulatory foreign can-
cellation on a Swiss stamp at that time.

‘ozzirpuy 1Y 0IvAIELL OFuL

e CHté réservé a
LYCRTY | S |

3 examples recorded from Geneva s



Postal Cards - International

)

The past main office became auxiliary RUE DU STAND from 1892
but kept a strong mail volume due to its central location in the city.

14 July 1900 - Registered
Jubilee UPU standard pos-
tal card (Zst. P32) from to
Mainz, Germany. Registra-
tion fee 25¢ with a mixed
franking (Zst. 73D).Postal
label R and private hand-
stamp CHARGE. Arrival
postmark MAINZ two days
later.

Ex Vogel

Coté réservé & l'adresse.

;&”/‘ JUiL .800 1"' 2

...... %m fgac/f’ A [ ég '

- @Genéve, re du Stand

W)

’ W
X % \\\\\\\\\\\\\_\ :
v ! \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ T Tl
! /m‘ S
E .‘ 5 .

11 Sept. 1903 - Pre-stamped
10c (Zst. P26 + 65B) postal
card which was probably
straightaway to be sent abroad.
Successive postmarks on the
way to find the addressee:

13 + 14: ZERMATT

15: SAVIESE

17: NEUCHATEL

17: COLMAR (German Alsace)

19 +20: NEUCHATEL

20 +21: ZURICH (Poste restante)
14 postmarks on the front and
the back for an unsuccessful
delivery

Ex Vogel



Printed Matter - Domestic 1.8 Transitory Period

Domestic Rates for Printed Matter

2c <15gasof01.07.1862 e <250
(40g as of 01.09.1871) 10c < 500g
(50gas of 01.10.1872) 15¢ <1kg

1* Aug. 1862 - To Bern, cor-
rectly franked 2c (Zst. 21G).

From I* July 1862, printed
matter < 15 g benefit of the
flat rate of 2c and explain the
late issue of this stamp, alrea-
dy demonetized on 1" August
1863

Handstamp "Ficelle"
Sc

©

1¥ Dec. 1862 - Circular within the city franked with a demonetized bisect, charged due 5 c.
The new stamp of 2c¢ valid since 1* July would have been sufficient.

3 demonetized examples recorded



Printed Matter - Domestic 1.8 Bisects

Bisects are no longer allowed since 1" July 1862. A few
attemps are known in the very first years of the new rates.

29 Jan. 1864 - Piece of cover deli-
vered at Quai des Bergues, Gene-
va, franked with a 5S¢ bisect (Zst.
30 SFa) to be used for 2c.

2 examples* recorded
in Switzerland

* the other one being a smaller fragment

(e)

Only lone
example
recorded in
Switzerland

Ex H. Grand
Ex Stone

(&)

'3‘,5."""' -

9 Feb. 1864 - Mourning anouncement within the city franked with a 2¢ bisect (Zst.
28 SF) to be used for 1c. Mass frankings no longer exist since mid 1862 and bisects
are prohibited henceforth as well. Postage due 5 ¢ as for a letter without penalty.

hoir” W i3



Printed Matter - Domestic 1.8 Wrapper Forerunners

Forerunner pre-stamped wrappers are all very scarce.

One of the very first uses
of pre-stamped wrappers
in Switzerland

12 Aug. 1871 - Experimental issue wrapper from Railway Post
(ambulant) to Geneva, pre-paid 2c (Zst. S2b).

Ex Stone

27 Sept. 1873 - Within the city, experimental pre-paid Sc (Zst. S4b). Ex Stone

24 Feb. 1875 - Within the city, 1874 issue
pre-paid 5c (Zst. S8). Imprint of the Trade
Bank of Geneva.

Only recorded imprinted example
of this early issue

Rarest wrapper of Swiss philately

Ex Stone ()




Printed Matter - Domestic 1.8 Other Marks / Frankings

2c frankings constitute the great majority since they cover sendings up to 50g.

equtitien ¥ 0

CLUB ALP.IN SUISSE : SECTION GENEVOISE

Seunce Veudredi 11 Fevrier a8 h. preeises du soir, , :
e RS R R Ll 9 Feb. 1876 - Swiss Alpine Club
x - , . convening notice within the city
Cafe de la Elalltff Ao T » T 34 V. P franked 2c (Zst. 37). Date stamp
- e o T ' from the City Hall postal subsi-
7% M*.  NITSCHNER diary (H.D.V. = Hotel de Ville).

JARDIN BOTANIQUE

7 Jan. 1882 - Geneva
to Chaux-de-Fonds,
same prepaid 2c. Very
rare ESSA| hand-
stamp: printed matter
sent for inspection.
Then "Refusé" by reci-
pient and returned on
10™. Due stamp 2¢ -
without penalty. $oz.

3 examples
recorded

Ex Winterstein

(&)

23 Oct. 1882 - Anounce-
ment sent to Morat, can-
ton of Fribourg, franked
2¢ with the Cross & Nu-
meral white paper issue
(Zst. 53).

Scarce white paper
lone franking

(e)




Printed Matter - International 1.8 Swiss-Italian Exchange

Printed Matter Rates for Kingdom of Italy (excl. Papal
States) as from 01.07.1862 and before UPU : 3¢/ 40g

3 Dec. 1863 - Private wrapper
franked with the new stamp of 3¢
(Zst. 29) direct to Turin, Piedmont.

New perforated stamps are available
as from I* Oct. 1863

Such scarce postage is
the only way to use a
lone stamp of 3¢

27 July 1862 - To Turin,
Piedmont. Circular letter
franked 3¢ with 1 %2 stamp
of 2¢ (Zst. 21G) used until
the new stamp of 3c (see
above) be available.

So-called Ttaly Provisorium
Jfranking used for 3 months

4 examples recorded
Jrom Geneva

Ex Dale-Lichtenstein (&)




Printed Matter - International 1.8 Postal Stationery

Printed Matter Rates
Before UPU: 5c / 40g (to France)
From UPU: 5¢/ 50g

13 Feb. 1875 - Wrapper prepaid 5¢
(rare stationery Zst. S8) direct to Li-
gueil, France, cancelled with a "handle
PD postmark", type la.

Handle PD postmarks were designed
for printed matter sent abroad

Only 25 Handle PD recorded
on 4% years (1871-1875)

Ex Vuille (&)

5 Feb. 1874 - Postal card (Zst. P4)
sent as a C.o.D. within the city, then
redirected to Vichy, France. France
refused to accept Swiss postal cards
before it joined UPU on 01.01.1876.

Only recorded pre-UPU use
of a Swiss card as printed
matter to any country

Ex Stone




Printed Matter - International 1.8 Incoming Periodicals

Incoming printed matter may have to be franked for Swiss delivery.

12 July 1898 - Wrapper for periodical
from Paris to Narbonne, France. Post-
mark dated 10 July JOURNAUX PA-
RIS / P.P. notifying the French domestic
charge. Forwarded to Geneva where the
missing postage of 5 ¢ without penalty
was handwritten and confirmed by the
postage due stamp (Zst. 17F II N).

Ex Stone

GENEVE (RUE DU STAND)
MESS.

Parcel Post Office
(AW 144B / Giiller 9911)

01.02.1894 - 18.11.1916

21 Nov. 1905 - Fragment
of Form Nr. 1201 used for
mass franking of papers
from abroad to be dispat-
ched in Switzerland.
Visible franking Fr. 63.75
(block of 15 and strip of 5
Zst. 72D, L block of 75E,
1 x74D and 1 x 87A).

(e)




Samples of No Value

17 July 1881 - Card-
board envelope for
photographic prints
sent to Corwen,
Wales, Great-
Britain. Franking
10c (Zst. 38) at
sample rate corres-
ponding to printed
matter up to 50g.

(&)

23 April 1898 -
Samples contained in
an envelope with
handwitten mention
"Echantillons sans
valeurs" (Samples of
no value) to Ascher-
sleben, Germany.
Franking Sc (Zst. 60B)
instead of minimum
10c. Postage due for
twice the difference,
10 (¢) pencil blue.




Red Cross
and Franco-Prussian War 1870-71 21

International Committee

2.1 Mail with the International Committee

2.2 Military Mail

2.3 Links with Paris Besieged

2.4 Bypass of Occupied or Annexed Territories
2.5 Postal Traffic with Occupied Territories
2.6 Postal Traffic with Annexed Territories

2.7 Post-War Forwarded Mail

2.8 Post-War Official Mail

Chronological steps of the war

19 July

1870

7 August 1870

4 Sept.
18 Sept.
23 Sept.

1870
1870
1870

Declaration of war from France to Prussia
Postal franking for prisoners of war
Collapse of French Empire

Start of the siege of Paris

First post-balloon from Paris

mid-Nov.1870 Special issue of stamps in Bordeaux

23 Dec.
28 Jan.
31 Jan.
25 Feb.
24 Mar.
15 May
28 June
8 April

1870
1871
1871
1871
1871
1871
1871
1872

Decision to use the "Boules de Moulins"

Surrender of Paris and armistice

Stopping service of the "Boules de Moulins"

Mail freedom between occupied and free territories
Abolition of postal German checks in occupied area
Alsace-Lorraine as integral part of German Empire
Last military postal privileges for ambulances only

Abolition of all postal privileges

Maximum expansion of German occupation in 1871

Jfrom German-occupied territories, the city will play

Geneva is the cradle of Red Cross founded in 1863.
Being situated close to French border and not far

a key role as a postal hub for mail forwarding. The
International Committee of Red Cross coordinates
actions in many areas.

©]. Voruz 2007

Oval frank stamp (SBK 8)
14.09.1870 - 21.08.1883
16 covers recorded

Mail from Red Cross direct to France
is usually sent from Basle (Internees
and Red Cross employees).

Only 3 examples recorded
to France

(e)

13 Feb. 1871 - Red Cross cover to Bordeaux, France, provisional
seat for government and foreign representations. Frank stamp not
aknowledged for an international sending. French postage due

handstamp 5 decimes (50c) .



Red Cross
and Franco-Prussian War 1870-71 2.1 International Committee

The International Committee handles sendings to be
delivered to military and civil internees / prisoners.

12 Dec. 1870 - Opened envelope from Beaune, France, to the International Com-
mittee in Geneva, to forward to the prefect of the Department Cote-d'Or, State
prisoner at the Ehrenbreitstein fortress, close to Coblence, Rhineland Prussia.

o o o

Handstamp CHARGE, PD and handwritten X (Red Cross) probably to get partial (e)
franking privilege. Whether the letter was actually charged seems doubtful becau-

se not closed. Franking of 30c (3 x YT 28) complies with a standard postage to
Switzerland. At the back, handwritten mention from the Prussian post Kann abge-
geben werden (may be delivered) and private mark EHRENBREITSTEIN,

GENEVE

- A »

16 MAR 11

(Cat. Monot Nr. 128)

2 examples recorded

27 Feb. 1871 - Parcel card for a sending destined for a sergeant-major, Engi-
neering company, 1% Legion Rhone. Black parcel post (MESSAGERIE) stamps
of the main post office (A), red circle seal of the Relief Central Agency to get
franking privilege, confirmed by the PP (postage paid). Handwritten blue
marks for parcel post register.




Red Cross

and Franco-Prussian War 1870-71 2.1 International Committee

As from 28 July 1870 Swiss Post grants franking privileges to international
charitable institutions according to the Geneva Convention of 1864.

COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE GENEVE

i3

COMITE ,
INTERNATIONAL
SECOURS AUX

BLESSES/

GENEVE

(Cat. Monot
Nr. 132 C)

Sole
example |
recorded

(e)

GENEVE
IMPRIMERIE SOULLIER ET WIRTH, CITE, 19-21

1871

24 July 1871 -
Wrapper tied

; with the seal

of the Interna-
tional Com-
mittee gran-
ting postal
franchise.
Postmark of
the closest
office RIVE
in Geneva.

The Genevan
seal COMITE
INTERNA-
TIONAL -
SECOURS
AUX BLES-
SES was also
used on front
cover of such
official Red
Cross reports.



Red Cross
and Franco-Prussian War 1870-71 2.1 International Committee

The International Committee receives mail from Red Cross districts of Switzerland
which look after prisoners in Germany and France. Four districts issued frank
stamps: Lausanne, Vevey, Basle and the International Committee in Geneva itself.

7 Dec. 1870 - From the Basle
Red Cross district (Internatio
-nal Agency which handled
most parcels for prisoners) to
Gustave Moynier, President
of the International Com-
mittee. First Basle Red Cross
frank stamp.

Oval frank stamp (SBK 6)
09.1870 - 1871
Ca. 20 covers recorded

(e

&

17 Jan. 1871 - From the
Lausanne Red Cross dis-
trict to the same addressee.
Frank stamp bearing the

‘l( T / I.// ,
a 1/% /Z‘ 7 4/VM T S signature of Jean-Jacques

Gk peen Lochmann, well-known

philanthropist in Lausanne.
oo MM,J,% mnd%%wwz//

. u//l 7 s /Z& ”(/) ‘ : Rectan%'eB j;a;)k stamp
2 / | 1870 - 1871
«-/ ‘?
= % /Z/N Al Ca. 10 covers
= > ,‘ recorded

N TCT Pt



Red Cross

and Franco-Prussian War 1870-71

Military Mail

As from the beginning of the war, Swiss troops are deployed along French and German bor-
ders. Seals of Relief Agencies for Wounded Soldiers give franking privilege to a certain extent.

2 Dec. 1870 - Military postal service envelope free from Geneva. Designated spaces for
name of civilian sender (along left side) and military address of recipient. No exact destina-
tion because troops move frequently. Overleaf postmark PORRENTRUY dated 5 Dec.

SOCIETE INTERNLE DE SECOURS
AUX BLESSES MILITAIRES

Délégué.Région. EST
Cat. Monot Nr. 109

30 August 1871 - Red
Cross letter from Geneva
direct to Vinga (close to
Perpignan, France). French
postage due stamp of 5
(decimes). French entry
postmark SUISSE / LYON
dated 31. At the back, rail-
way postmark CETTE A
BORDEAUX dated 1*
Sept. Franking mark SO-
CIETE DE SECOURS
AUX BLESSES MILI-
TAIRES / * EST *
(Monot Nr. 108).

2 covers recorded
Jfrom Geneva &)

BORDERS
OCCUPATION

Porrentruy, Swiss
Jura, is located
close to the
boundary of both
occupied and
annexed territories

SWITZERLAND
(Neutral)

French troops obtain
refuge, Feb 1871

Excerpt from the map "The Franco-
Prussian War 1870-71"




Red Cross
and Franco-Prussian War 1870-71

Military Mail

Gratis Labels are used from 03.02 to 27.03.1871. They are not is-
sued by Swiss Post, thus are not supposed to be tied with postmarks.

14 Feb. 1871 - Domestic postal card sent
by a "prisonner on his word" (Prisonnier
sur parole) to Paris, thus ineligible to use
the GRATIS label. The French officer ad-
ded full postage for letter rate 30c (Zst.
41), taking no credit to the imprinted value
of 5c under the adhesive. Stamp manually
cancelled because not compliant with pos-
tal provisions. After Paris delivery, char-
ged due 2 decimes for remailing to St-
Benin d'Azy (French domestic letter rate).

Unique example of military mail
sent on a postal card abroad
before UPU

Ex H. Stone (e

20 Feb. 1871 - Letter carrying
the mention Provenance Mili-
taire Ambulance from Geneva
direct to Angers, France. On
back, railway postmark TOU-
LOUSE A BORDEAUX datec
22 and ANGERS dated 23.

4 labels recorded from
Geneva of which only
one bears a postmark

(e



Red Cross
and Franco-Prussian War 1870-71 22 Military Mail

Ambulances are set up from Feb. 1871 after the entry of the Bourbaki Army. Hand-
written mention on the front is usually sufficient to get military franking privilege.

17 March 1871 - Letter written
by an internee from Mellingen,
canton of Argovia, direct to
Geneva. Handwritten men-
tion Interné frangais to justify
Swiss domestic postal fran-
king. Franking aknowledged
by the postmark P.D. (Paid on
to Destination).

»:;;;?*4"-?:’1

;4" 2 /l({,*/!ﬁ/’, 7/4/4114? lern /fzhmw //47/11_ ""aé

21 Feb. 1871 - Offi-
cial postal franking
card (Form Nr. 4337)
from the Central Am-
bulance, Fribourg, to
the International Re-
lief Agency for Inter-
nees, Geneva. On the
back: text signed by
the Director reques-
ting clothing for more
than 100 wounded
soldiers.

(e)

Exceptional
military use of
an official
postal card




Red Cross
and Franco-Prussian War 1870-71 2.2 Military Mail

Telegra-
phic mail

Transmission
cover of below
telegram sent
to Zurich, then
forwarded to
the 3™ Artille-
ry Regiment,
Algiers.

Telegrams and
printed covers
are very scar-

ce documents
before 1900

7 examples
recorded in
Geneva

(=)

.»a-» e ¥ : - _&{— X

{
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. X

. Télegq N 4/ 78

(mots . .. ) g T U G T heurc# ... min. Qu

- 2, ol des télégraphes n’accepte aucune respo mbilitéi'-lﬁ n du service de la correspondance ”:'_voie"",, phique. Elle prend 2 toutes
s e Iw‘ﬁe%ﬁg’;im poumu:esr l'enc%:nde de ce service ainsi qu:gmm des correspondances télégraphiques. L K
g Die Telegraphen-Verwaltung iibernimmt keinerlei Verantwortlichkeit in Betraff der telegraphischen Correspondenz. Dagegen wird sie alle zur Sicherung
XELS W des Dienstes und zur Wahrung des Depeschengeheimnisses néthigen Massregeln ergreifen. ; :

B

,/'

!

15 Feb. 1871 - Telegram transmittal sheet from the Telegraph office located in the main Postal premises. Message
from Basle intended for a French Artillery officer. The sender is seemingly attempting to gather military refugees.



Red Cross : ’ . .
and Franco-Prussian War 1870-71 23 Links with Paris Besieged

Geneva is a pretty usual destination for Balloon post
mail. Some letters have however exceptional features.

12 Jan. 1871 - Letter carried by the
General Faidherbe Balloon. Arri-
val postmark of 25 January.

INCONNUA'APPEL

(Unknown from postmen)

Only Balloon letter bearing
this Genevan handstamp

(&)

Swiss travelling postoffice
GENEVE-CULOZ operates
on a French railway line

Scarce underpaid balloon
mail

31 Dec. 1870 - Letter carried by the Newton. Underpaid 10c AFFR.[anchissement]
INSUFF.[isant]. Postage due penalty rate 50c minus any prepayment. French double
line handstamp 30 ¢ due. Arrival on 15 Jan. through railway post GENEVE-CULOZ.



Red Cross
and Franco-Prussian War 1870-71 2.3 Links with Paris besieged

7 Nov. 1870 - Letter sent from Paris (Crédit
Foncier Suisse) with imprint "Par ballon
monté" (La Gironde) direct to Geneva.
Written by Mr. J. Raisin to his spouse.

Excerpt of the back herebelow

s

PSS R e

Letter from Paris Wi 46

(Népart dun Balion-peste \%

Reply from Geneva

4 Jan. 1871 - Reply from Mrs Raisin to the
letter hereabove. From Geneva to Paris
(Crédit Foncier Suisse), sent from the French
border postoffice FERNEX. Special postage
of Fr. 1.- for sending through Boule de Mou-
lins (max. weight 4g).

The immersed letters we know were recove-
red from the Seine River after the Siege only.




Red Cross
and Franco-Prussian War 1870-71 23 Links with Paris besieged

The different attempts to let the mail enter into Paris fail in most
cases until February 1871 when relations start again gradually.

10 Oct. 1870 - From Geneva to Paris. Usual fran-
king of 30c (Zst. 41). Handwritten mention Par
ballon monté. Only attempt by French post to let
mail enter into Paris by balloon. The Jean Bart
left Rouen on 7 Nov. and couldn't reach Paris due
to changing winds.

Only letter recorded from Switzerland

Backstamps

29 Dec. 1870 - Enclosed letter from Ge-
neva to Paris. Delivered in February

1871 after attempt of entry into Paris.
On the back: railway postmark MAR-
SEILLE A PARIS dated 30 DEC. 70 and
arrival postmark PARIS dated FEVR. 71.




Red Cross
and Franco-Prussian War 1870-71

2:3

Links with Paris besieged

Postal traffic through walking smugglers is marginal.

PN S PN 3
1] .
Y55 X3 :\ \(\:."' 3
$ Rl § 1§y \!
- ¢ . "‘_7<5 !.}. i
% R

s R

"la voie d'un intermédiaire"

the way of a private courier

& . PR VR T =W
391 ¥, T ER 03 1,&;;;4&:‘_63' By st

17 Dec. 1870 - From Paris firstly carried by
the smuggler BARTHE to Nevers where the
letter was mailed on 20 Jan. 1871 (YT 30)
direct to Geneva. Arrival postmark 21 Jan.

Handwritten mention from the smuggler:
"Répondre a Mr Barthé par retour du cour-
rier poste restante a Bordeaux" = Please reply
to Mr. Barthé by return mail poste restante in
Bordeaux.

Register Nr. 60 handwritten by the smuggler.

4 , «4;,.5;,»1'_ &

12 Feb. 1871 - From Geneva firstly forwarded by a private messenger.
Entered into Paris by smuggler and there mailed (PARIS dated 17 Feb).



Red Cross
and Franco-Prussian War 1870-71

Published under # 4505 in "Correspondance générale 1870-
1871", tome XI, Librairie Droz, Geneva - Paris, 1996

Ilustrated in LES BALLONS MONTES, Gérard Lhéritier, p.
130, Valeur philatélique, 1994

Links with Paris besieged

Portrait of Theophile Gautier
by NADAR, photographer and
balloonist, 1856.

Villa St-Jean, Geneva, property of
Carlotta Grisi, ca. 1870, former Opera
dancer and mistress of Theophile
Gautier. The author visited her every
year until his death in 1872.

14 Nov. 1870 - Letter written
by the famous French author
Theophile Gautier to his
daughter Estelle housed to
Carlotta Grisi in Geneva. Im-
print PAR BALLON MONTE
with the Gazette des Absents.
Postballoon "General Uhrich"
landed in Luzarches, 25 km
north from Paris. On the back,
handstamp GENEVE-
CULOZ dated 27 Nov.




Red Cross
and Franco-Prussian War 1870-71

Links with Paris besieged

Links between Geneva and Paris continue at both commercial
and private levels despite postal restriction due to the Siege.

Solie 482 5 AL 1pre
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8 Oct. 1870 - Card sent from Paris by Bal-
loon Post (the Washington or Louis-Blanc)
direct to Geneva. P.P. for postage paid.

Scarce P.P. on card by Ballon post

to Geneva, redirected to Brussels and to Geneva again. Charged due 40 (c) for
Belgium-Switzerland (rate 1869). On back GENEVE-CULOZ dated 19, BRUX-
ELLES dated 22, Belgian railway SUISSE / PAR EST I. dated 23 and GENEVE.



Red Cross ~ Postal Traffic bypassing
and Franco-Prussian War 1870-71 2.4 Occupied or Annexed Territories

Until Spring 1871 straight postal service between occupied and unoccupied
areas is irregular and disrupted. To get round the situation, mail is sent by
private courier to Switzerland where forwarding agent mails it onward.

Excerpt from "La poste ferroviaire de
1871 a 1914", Pierre Lux © AP

On back: "This letter has gone
Sfor almost 25 days and went
back to me by post. 1try to
Sorward it via Geneva with the
help of our friends in this town'

3 Dec. 1870 - To Mont-s-Vaudrey, French Jura, registered, double weight: Fr. 1.-
(Zst. 36b) i.e. 2 x 30c + registration fee 40c. Not delivered due to military priori- Extremely rare French
ties in railway postoffice service. (e) postal return label

Only 3 reported covers
forwarded to USA

Ex Stone 3 March 1871 - From Montpellier, France, to New York. Conveyed by pri-
vate courier up to Geneva, then mailed at the rate of 50c (pair Zst. 40) via di-
rect exchange over Ostende (Belgium) and England. Postmarks LONDON /
PAID and NEW YORK PAID ALL / MAR 17. On back BASEL /4 III 71.



Red Cross Postal Traffic Bypassing
and Franco-Prussian War 1870-71 2.4 Occupied or Annexed Territories

Mail traffic to and from London via Geneva.

Postal conveyance is operated
through Belgium and Germany,
while private courier may travel
through occupied territories.

11 Dec. 1870 - From London to Barcelona, Spain. Conveyed by private
courier up to Geneva, then 50c (Zst. 43) correctly paid at current rate.
Seal of the forwarding agent BONNA & Cie on the front.

18 Feb. 1871 - From Marseille to
London. Conveyed by private cou-
rier up to Geneva, then 30c (Zst.
32 and 38) correctly paid at cur-
rent rate. Seal of the forwarding
agent A. CHENNEVIERE & Cie
on the front. Arrival postmark
LONDON / PAID / 20 FEB.

(&)




Postal Traffic with
Red Cross " .
and Franco-Prussian War 1870-71 25 OCCllpled Territories

North-East quarter of France is occupied depending on troops mo-
vements. Mail sendings through Prussian post are usually reliable.

14 Dec. 1870 - From Coblenz, Germany to
Dijon, firstly forwarded to Geneva, then
mailed on 16 Dec. (Zst. 41) and carried by
Prussian post via STRASSBURG, an-
nexed Alsace, on 18 Dec. Arrival post-
mark DIJON dated 16 JANV. 71

16 Feb. 1871 - Marseille to
Epernay, German-occupied
French area, stipulated "voie
d’Allemagne" (via Germany).
25c¢ (Zst. 40) current rate for
Germany, but no postage due
for the French route.




Red Cross

Postal Traffic With

and Franco-Prussian War 1870-71 2.3 Occupied Territories

Mail through Feldpost-Relais (German Fieldpost). Validity of occupation
stamps apart from annexed zone: 06.09.1870 - 24.03.1871 i.e. 6% months.

No franking privilege for Tele- '
graph Service which is indepen- | : W

dent of Postal administration.

The head of Telegraph & Post in
France has to notify the adjourn-
ment of Telegram service. Opened
letter via Versailles is the only
allowed way.

A~
| w 7 ]

CHo~— /” g
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K:PR:FELD-POST-
RELAIS N241.
8/ 12

SDASAA AL Lol ha s

W/“ it j?/mm Q ”U/t__ ‘ 8 Dec.'1870 - Thro_ugh fieldpost Np 41

(Versailles) to a private addressee in
-7 ~ Geneva. Postage with occupation
& e MMQ stamps of 10 and 20c (Mi 5 L, 6 ).
o / Handwritten mention 30 (¢) striked in
= blue not to claim any postage due.
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31 Dec. 1870 - Through fieldpost No 43 (St-Germain-en-Laye, Seine &
Oise) to the head of Telegraph Office in Geneva. Same postage and
handwritten mention "f{ranco) 30 " accentuated in blue. Mark
K.PR.FELD.POST / RELAIS N°43 .
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Postal Traffic with
and Franco-Prussian War 1870-71

26 Annexed Territories

Postal traffic with annexed Alsace-Moselle works under censorship until
the end of the war. Validity of occupation stamps: 09.12.1870 - 31.12.1871

. :~ .V‘-. __L° \ / ; i ? .
" " B cchies s -
4 }@ ‘\‘: :}ﬂ:‘;«‘:ﬂ;! %m#’u tb/% (%ﬁa Do Attt
Auf militairischen : v i < ?
Befehl geeffnet ] %‘M Lt lees e

[2x enlarged]

30 Dec. 1870 - From Colmar, Alsace, to Lancy, Geneva, franked 25¢
(YT 1, 3, 5), German rate to Switzerland. German postmark COLMAR
and arrival mark GENEVE dated 3 Jan. 1871. Very scarce blue cen-
sorship mark meaning Opened upon military order.

MUHLgf;USEN E“I_”S',‘x f
i BAHNnO'

MaE.ROTHSCHILD

MULHOUSE

e, =

17 Nov. 1871 - Banking correspondence from Mulhouse to Geneva. Regular

postage 25¢ (YT 7/ Mi 7 I). Rail station postmark MUHLHAUSEN--ELSASS/ (&)
BAHNHOF.
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Postal Traffic With

and Franco-Prussian War 1870-71 2.6 Annexed territories

Postage rates seem not always clear for senders or postal service.

-

2 Feb. 1871 - From Metz to Geneva.
Regular postage 25¢ (YT 7/ Mi 7).
Red handwritten postage due of 25 ¢
for double weight 10 / 2. Striked in
blue by the Swiss exchange office.
Former French postmark METZ still

in use.

23 Jan. 1871 - From Geneva to Metz
stipulated "Par Bdle" (via Basle) by

German postal service. 30c (Zst. 41)
paid at the rate for France instead of
25c¢ rate for Germany.

Opened by military censorship.

On the back, handwitten mention
Auf militirischem Befehl geiffnet
(opened upon military order).

Arrival postmark METZ dated 26 Jan.

Py

(e)
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Prussian troops leave the French occupied territory progressi-
vely and postal traffic is not back to normal before mid-1871.

7 April 1871 - From Frankfurt,
Germany, to Albi, France. Firstly
forwarded to Geneva, then mailed
at normal rate (Zst. 41) on 10
April. On back railway postmark
TARASCON A CETTE of 11
and ALBI of 12 April.

5 May 1871 - From Strasbourg,
annexed Alsace, to Bergerac,
France. Private route to Ca-
rouge, canton of Geneva, then
posted at normal rate for France.
On back, postmarks GENEVE,
railway TOULOUSE A BOR-
DEAUX, MARMANDE and
BERGERAC of 7 May.




Red Cross
Post-War Forwarded Mail

and Franco-Prussian War 1870-71 2.7

During the COMMUNE OF PARIS (end March to end May 1871) postal services are dis-
rupted. A little mail can be forwarded outside the surroundings of Paris by private means.

Exceptional Swiss letter
entered in Paris during
the Commune

One so-called "Bruner Letter"
(via St-Denis) dated 2 May from
Silvaplana, Grisons, is recorded

(e

9 April 1871 - From Geneva to Paris, usual postage. Inside is the only mark
stating the arrival on 79 April.

L :::Qri;mj"’)v' Ar Vv BrSrreyFri z’l
e (w//e.:ﬂ'rr e R o

"Due to the persistence of cir-
cumstances, we are determined

to send by Versailles ..."

A few letters during the Commune
to Switzerland are also known via
Fontainebleau or St-Denis

10 May 1871 - From Paris to Geneva. Private route to MELUN, ca. 50 Km
south-east from Paris, then posted at the usual rate 30c (YT 30) on 13 May.
At the back PARIS A AUXERRE of 14 and GENEVE-CULOZ of 15 May.



Red Cross
and Franco-Prussian War 1870-71 2.8

Post-War Official Mail

After the Franco-Prussian war, the International
Committee will keep using successive frank stamps.

COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE

/,..Ext‘mpl:lire IENVOI DIC GENIZVIS

IMPR. ED. LABARTHE & CO., GENEVE. — No 3984,

%
§

26 Oct. 1898 - Red Cross
wrapper to Bern. These
are used to send activity
reports of the Internatio-
nal Committee. As Red
Cross frank stamps are
not issued by the post,
they cannot be cancelled
by postmarks.

Oval frank stamp (SBK 9)
06.07.1885 - 1922

On 37 years, 55 covers
recorded of which only 20
used for service purpose
(not convenience)

Ex Lower (e)

30 March 1885 - Wrapper within the city (Plainpalais). Handwritten mention "Officiel / pr le Comité". 2™ oval
frank stamp with regular letters E of GENEVE (SBK 8a). & examples recorded (01.1882-01.1886) (&)



Red Cross

and Franco-Prussian War 1870-71

2.8

Post-War Official Mail

The Conference for the Revision of the Geneva Convention in 1906
opens a new era for the ICRC which will shape its role during WW 1.

17 June 1906 - Post-
card sent within the
city, bearing the offi-
cial seal of the Interna-
tional Conference for
the revision of the Ge-
neva Convention.

Very few examples of
this red mark are
known

Carte postale
Postkarte - Cartolina po

EN¢,
QERENC "

1864 e

**_

A

S
€3

E °\

S

% JUIN 1906

710N 3°

Py

E. Haissry, éditeur, Genéve.

H Conference de Revision

dela

HOTEL DE ViLLE
DE GENEVE
JUIN 1906.

25 June 1906 - Official
cover issued by the
Canton of Geneva on
behalf of the ICRC.
Regulatory State seals
RESPUBLICA GENE-
VENSIS and AFFAIRE
OFFICIELLE to grant
franking privilege du-
ring the Conference.

Only 3 examples
recorded

(14 and 26 June) with
the header "Conférence

de la Convention de
Geneéve: Juin 1906”



Cash on Delivery 3.1

Domestic

1% of value with a minimum of 10c,
then progression by step of 10c.

Domestic rate for C.0.D.'s as of 01.07.1862:

GENEVE /B
(AW 95)
07.01.1865 - 21.02.1871

3 examples recorded

C.0.D.'s from 50 to 300 Fr. are
processed by parcel post

Ex Vuille

22 July 1865 - Double weight C.0.D. Fr. 297.35 to Gland, Vaud. Postage 20c + insu-
rance fee Fr.3. Total Fr. 300.55 due from the recipient.

T - DASAADIS NS
. Carte-correspondance.

| Raum iﬂt fbﬁfﬂi{p Mittheilungen auf der Riideite.
hrsmdolnurhestr‘nrvd pour les commun’ uﬁam
manuscrites..

ﬂ tergo deua cartolina ¢ riservato alle mmﬁea- )
- ziome in iscrilto :\ =

T N

Adrgsse - Indarzzzo‘

: ./%4/24&4/441, -é(cys u’,x 7”/4&

GENEVE /A
(AW 89B/2025)
24.12.1866 - 24.06.1873

18 April 1871 - C.0.D. for Fr. 5.- within
the city, pre-stamped Sc (Zst. P2) and mi-
nimum insurance fee 10c (Zst. 38).

Scarce forerunner postal card
used for C.o.D.

Ex Grand



Cash on Delivery

3.1 Domestic

Branch post offices in Geneva have designed their own parcel hand-
stamps until 1885. Swiss Post standards were established gradually.

13 July 1900 - Within the
city Fr. 11.50, franked 25¢
(Zst. 79A): 20c insurance
fee and Sc local postage.
Cancellations GENEVE /
SERVETTE from 13 July
(Gii 12152) and 21 July (Gii
12150): payment refused by
the recipient (green label
Impayé G+V n°l). Post-
man's handwritten mentions
of the two unsuccessful
deliveries Présenté le 13-7-
1900 and Représenté le 20-
7-1900.

Uncommon UPU Jubilee
franking on a C.o.D.

GENEVE
HOTEL DE VILLE

(AW 99 / Gii 3248)
11.02.1881 - 07.12.1885

5 examples recorded

30 Jan. 1882 - Fr. 10.- to Neuchatel,
franked 2c as printed matter and
excessive insurance fee 15¢ (Zst. 37
and 39). 10c were sufficient. Scarce
parcel postmark HOTEL DE VILLE.

€

Remboursement Fr/M%S' '

"

[
|

L onaseur’




Cash on Delivery 31 International

International C.0.D.'s are sent through Parcel Post until 1892 for different European
countries (1895 for France and NL). These postal documents are extremely scarce.

[ 228 7 = 2 B 3 (5
g g 2 b T L
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A Wadmahme-Betfel. .
~ Bulletin de remboursement. =
# Bullettino di -ri'm‘borrso..)’ e

12 Oct. 1869 - Aknowledgement receipt for b e
Sdweiz.

Fr. 6.15 for a C.0.D. to Beilstein, Wiirttemberg, 'i_ pgnx : 5 % s Pk e
Germany. The recipient's post office should B g:’ J ESEETS S:;:::m 4

have sent back the form after having stamped it
on the lower part.

Postal form No.50 not recorded or reported

,npﬁ suriidfnad)
i ‘& da ritornarsi a

Only example noticed in Switzerland

11 Sept. 1878 - C.0.D. Fr. 14.50 on a wrapper
sent to Bischwiller, German Alsace, franked Fr.

1.20 (Zst. 32 and 36¢):

Swiss weight postage (< 5 kg): -.40
German weight postage: -.50
Insurance fee (minimum): -.30
Total 1.20

Very beginning of stamped parcel post

Only example recorded in Geneva

Ex Schdfer (e)



Cash on Delivery

3.1

International

C.0.D.'s eligible to Mail Post:

From 01.07.1892:Bel., Lux., Ger., Aust., Italy, Rom.,
Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Chili.

From 15.06.1895: France, Netherlands.

UPU rate: Registration postage;

Insurance fee paid by recipient.

A. DOURSOUN

f GENEVE {«
/

( au:sae}

15 Feb. 1904 - Fr. 9.85
on a postcard direct to
Roubaix, France, franked
35¢c (Zst. 61B and 73E):
10c postage and 25c re-
gistration. As from 1903,
R labels are in black.
French triangle label
CONTRE REMBOURSE-
MENT (cash on delivery).

C.o.D.'s abroad are
always uncommon

. Nachnahme. ’
Remboursement. |

e

o b Bl

25 Sept. 1897 - Fr. 15.50 to
Rudkjebing, Denmark, con-
verted into 11 Kr. 7 @. Pre-
paid UPU 25¢ envelope
(Zst. U31) and further regis-
tration fee 25¢ (Zst. 67D).
Label R and cancellation
from the branch office Rue
du Stand. Label Nachnah-
me / Remboursement (No 4
G&V) for the insurance fee
to collect from the recipient

Rare example of a
C.0.D. to Denmark

()




Money Orders

3.2

Forerunners

Rates for domestic:
01.07.1862 to 30.06.1867: domestic rates of Parcel Post

01.07.1867 to 31.12.1917: 20c up to 100 Fr. + 10c / 100 Fr.

(with particular cases during certain periods)
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12 Aug. 1863 - Money
order for Fr.80.- from
Carouge, Geneva, to Lu-
gano, Ticino. Handwrit-
ten postage 60 (c) accor-
ding to the minimum Par—
cel Post rate for the 19"
distance step, up to 1
pound and up to 100 Fr.

Before 1867 money or-
ders forms are envelopes
without imprinted value.
A message can be enclo-
sed by the sender.

Rare early example

1** July 1867 - Money
order for Fr. 79.- from
Chéne, Geneva, to the
chief cashier of the head
of posts in Geneva. Im-
printed value of 20c and
stamp I for postal zone I.
Postmark CHENE-
THONEX erroneously
dated 1 JUIN (June) 67
instead of July.

First Day of pre-
stamped money or-
der in Switzerland




Money Orders

3.2

Definitive

19.09.1887 - 23.10.1888

19 Sept. 1887 - To Lausanne, pre-
stamped 20c (Zst. PA 34). Additional
franking 40c (pair Zst. 66A). Correct
total 60c for a payment of Fr. 450.

Entire money order forms are almost
nonexistent in Geneva

Rates for international:
From 01.04.1879: 25¢ / 25 Fr. (minimum 50c)
Domestic: see previous page

. Pour ‘les mandats excédant 3

3 8 bres-
& la
R 08 A farif

MANDAT-POSTE INTERNE

A

GENEVE. C
(AW 43G)

g

NEVE.B)

(e)

" Niihere Bezéichnung des Besﬁmungs&m: : : & 5
Désignation plus précise. di lieu de destination. S L

GENEVE. B
(AW 43G)

27.11.1879-05.07.1888

5 July 1888 - To Paris, France, for Fr.
172.90, on form No. 750 prepaid 50c (Zst.
PA62) and correct additional franking Fr.
1.25 (Zst. 67A & 71A). Both postmarks
are from the rail station (GARE and GE-

Used moneys orders in Geneva are almost
always cut out to hide names and comply
with postal secrecy

Uncommon example of entire piece



Collection Orders . Forerunners

——
| International service with France and Germany only:
25¢ from 1880 10 30.11.1890

24 Nov. 1885 - Collection order to Vimoutiers,
Normandy, containing bills of exchange to be
discounted by French post in favor of the sen-
der located in Turin. Swiss form-envelope n°
1570 especially dedicated to France (without
weight limit). Flat rate 25¢ (Zst. 60Ac and 2x
61AD) for collection limited to Fr. 1'000.

Italy being not included in the international

collection service, postmen sent back the enve-
lope to Geneva.

Postmarks on the back: VIMOUTIERS, rail-
way post PARIS A CHERBOURG and CHER-
BOURG A PARIS , AMBULANT N°2 (Basle-
Geneva), GENEVE / EXP. LET. of 28 Nov.

Only 2 copies recorded in Geneva

(&)




Collection Orders

| Domestic: 01.04.1875 to 30.11.1891: 50c up to 1'000 Fr.
| 01.12.1891 to 30.06.1925: 30c » » (15cupto 20 Fr.)
International: 01.12.1890 to 30.09.1907: as for registered (12 to 17 countries)

12 Feb. 1892 -
Fr. 109 to St-
Martin, canton
of Fribourg,
franked 30c
(pair Zst. 64A)
from branch
office RUE
DU RHONE.
Form No 1550
without im-
printed value.

Definitive

30 Jan. 1897 -
To Berlin, Ger-
many, on form
No. 1570 de-
signed for the 12
countries eli-
gible to the ser-
vice. Franking
50c (Zst. 70D)
for a 1* weight
step registered
letter from
branch office
PLAINPALAIS.

The fee of 25¢ /
25 Fr. and the
fat-rate of 10
(c) for each equi
-ty are deducted
from the collec-
tion paid back tc
the sender

(&)




Declared Values & Parcels - Domestic 4 Postage According to Distance

Parcel post did not use stamps until 1878. Postage depends on distance, weight and va-
lue. All declared values in domestic traffic are handled by parcel post, including letters.

10 July 1878 - Fr. 10,000 declared value. Franked Fr. 1.60 (Zst. 32, 36, 38): Fr. 1.20 insurance fee and 40c
for less than 5 kg (any distance until this weight). Rates of 1876. Very beginning of stamped parcel post.

Only document bearing the parcel postmark GENEVE A with high characters
combined to the faded circles cancellation, both being very rare in themselves

21 July 1878 - Fr. 200
declared value by letter to
Arzier, canton of Vaud.
Franking 50 ¢ (Zst. 42 on
prepaid stationery Zst.
U22): 40c for more than
25 km and less than 5 kg;
10c insurance fee (2 x 3¢
rounded to the next 5c¢).

Rare use of postal statio-
nery in parcel post

(&




Declared Values & Parcels - Domestic

4.1

Sendings of More Than 20 kg

: From I*" Nov. 1884 postage remains dependent of distance for heavy sendings.
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18 Oct. 1898 - Bank fund transfer to Zurich, franked with 85 stamps of 3 Fr. (Zst. 72ab): 1 full sheet of 50, 2 blocks of 10 and 3 strips of 5. Postage calculation for 25 sacks of coins,
eachone weighing 50.6 kg and amounting to a value of Fr.1000.- : Fr. 9.90 for 55-60 kg to the distance zone III (200-300 km); 30c for 1000-2000 Fr. of declared value.

Total per sack = Fr. 10.20. Full postage: 25 x 10.20 = 255.- Fr.



Declared Values & Parcels - Domestic 4.1 Postage Independent of Distance

30 May 1902 - Fr. 2'000
declared value by letter to
Zurich, franked 55c¢ (Zst.
65B and 2 x 73E). Parcel
post label GENEVE, Eaux-
Vives.

Weight postage:  15¢
Insurance fee:

first Fr. 1'000 30c
next Fr. 1'000 10c
(6¢ rounded to10)
Total: 55¢

As from I* Nov. 1884, rates are independent of distance. Local
sendings cost a bit more while long distance are much cheaper.

1698
epdd ININD

14 June 1897 - Military con-
signment to Basle. Despite
the stamp ". 7 (focie 2"
franking privilege was not
granted and the blue hand-
written mention 7K (7 kg)
implied a franking of 70c
(Zst. 66D and 70D). Initial
due 70 crossed out.




Parcels - International 42
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Parcels - International 4.2

Parcel Post has used stamps since 1878 only. The advent
of UPU did not standardize rates and procedures at once.

GENEVE A
(AW 89 B)

13.11.1874 -
30.03.1883

Postage:  2.05
Receipt fee: 0.05
Total: 2.20

!

21 Dec. 1878 - Return receipt (Zst. 50.F.3.1) for the consignment of a parcel (paquer) to Paris,
without declared value. Rare parcel postmark GENEVE A (main office).

2 > 3
1% Dec. 1880 - To Genoa, Italy, 1.37 kg and Fr. 270 : : :
(coins). Franking Fr. 1.50 (Zst. 36 and 43), route via < . R
Simplon Pass (sledge post) and Arona, rate of 1877: : AR o (ERD
Switzerland: weight up to 5 kg 40c, insurance e "'.'"‘"" T . ¥ ...,..:......_.. =
fee 10c, Alpine pass surcharge 20c 70c :
Italy: value up to 1000 Fr. 55¢, Stamp duty 5Sc, o . s
Delivery fee within Genoa 20c 80c . - .
Total 1.50 : :

This forerunner form N°1903 issued in 1876 was
still used with Italy while the new common parcel
form N°1845 was already used with the Austro-
German Postal Union

Only 3 forms known in .
<:I Switzerland, all used in 1880
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3 Jan. 1882 - Franking of 20 Fr. most likely for an interbank
fund transfer. Block of 20 granite paper 1 Fr. (Zst. 52).
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Biggest recorded unit of this scarce used stamp
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Parcels - International 4.2

Mixed and combined frankings for high or intricate frankings.

GENEVE
TRANSIT

(AW 99 /2053)
01.07.1877 -
27.03.1885

Boxed parcel
postmark of the
Transit post office
located at the rail-
way station

Only 9 mixed
Sfrankings
recorded in
Geneva

(e)

Ex Grand 5 July 1882 - Parcel consignment form for 8.05 kg and Fr.100.- to Budapest, Hungary. Mixed

Ex Soderberg franking Sitting Helvetia granite paper + Numeral white paper issues (Zst. 46, 5 x 52, 54) to-
talling Fr. 5.15. Rate for Austria-Hungary 8-9 kg for zone IV: Fr. 2.15; insurance fee 15c up to
Fr. 375.-. Swiss postage 5-10 kg for distance IX (Geneva-Romanshorn < 400 km): Fr. 2.80;
insurance fee 5c up to Fr. 100.- abroad. Total: 2.15 + 0.15 + 2.80 + 0.05 = 5.15

) PR o ;
P ar i
g

4 June 1891 - From the watch factory Patek, Philippe & Co to Brussels, via Germany. Weight 1k967:
Fr.1.50 up to 5kg; value Fr. 6000: 2.80 insur. fee; decl. fees 1.70; total Fr.6.- (Zst. 22Da I/N + 71A). (&)



Parcels - International

4.2

Narrow parcel labels from 1896

BEGLEIT-ADRESSE
BULLETIN D'EXPEDITION — BOLLETTINO DI SPEDIZIONE

Nachnahme
// Remboursement
VoA TGl Rimborso
ol _» Franco
¥

Zolldeklarationen.
Declarat. en douane.
l Dichiarazionidog.

Ao o e

Frankomuke@.
Timbres-poste.

1
| e

27 June 1906 - 0.265 kg with Fr.

300.- declared value to Copen-
hague, Denmark, franked Fr.
1.65 (Zst. 90A, 61B, 65B). Nar-
row parcel post label Genéve rue
du Stand. Customs seals BASEL
and Toldfrit (Duty Free), arrival
KJOBENHAVN B and overleaf
HAMBURG of 29 June.

Postage Fr. 1.50 for < 1 kg +
15¢ / Fr. 300.-, total 1.65

1% Nov. 1901 - 3 kg without
declared value to Idar, Germany,
franked 1 Fr. with fine printing
claret stamp (Zst. 71E). Narrow
parcel post label Genéve rue du
Rhéne. Overleaf German post-
marks METZ (German Lorraine)
and IDAR.

Correct flat rate applicable to a
parcel up to 5 kg to Germany

Exceptional lone franking
with this rare 1 Fr. stamp

(&)
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Declared Value Letters - International 43 1865-1879

Declared values to foreign destinations are handled by Mail Post when not packed
in parcels. Although such letters are admitted from 1863, the first recorded one
from Geneva dates back to 1870. FRANCE is the only destination country noted
from Geneva until 1897 (then a few letters are known to Italy and Germany).

The advent of UPU does not affect insurance fees. See rates on next page.

24 Jan. 1874 - Before

GPU /UPU. Fr. 100.- to
Bicétre near Paris. Franking
1.20 Fr. (Zst. 32 et 36¢) as
follows:

Double weight 13.3g:  60c
Registration fee: 40c
Insurance fee: 20c
Total Fr.1.20

Cancellation GENEVE /
PL. PAL. from Plainpalais
branch office.

(e

27 June 1876 - As from
GPU / UPU. Fr. 1'600.- to
Collobriéres, south of France.
Fr. 3.55 (Zst. 30, 43 and 3x
36b) as follows:

Single postage 11.3g:  25¢
Registration fee: 10c

Insurance fee 16x20c: 3.20
Total Fr.3.55

Duration of 10c registation
fee to France: 8 months

e




Declared Value Letters - International

4.3

From 1879

Rates on the whole period:

01.10.1865 to 31.03.1879 (France): registration + 20c / Fr. 100.-
01.04.1879 to 31.12.1894 (France & Germany): registration + 10c / Fr. 200.-
01.01.1895 to 31.01.1921 (neighbour countries): registration + 10c / Fr. 300.-

8 May 1881 - Fr. 8'000.- to a
bank in Chambery, Savoy.

Franking Fr. 5 (5 x Zst. 36¢) as

follows:

Triple weight 36g: 75¢

Registration fee: 25¢

Insurance fee 40x10c:  4.00

Total Fr. 5.00

Ex H. Grand (e
L CELLAR

FRA ¢ %
| 3z\\%\\“\,&

R

Vilwine deckorie : %oQM

— Pessze Gt fraries -

18 June 1895 - Fr. 200.- to
Valence, France. Postage
as follows:

Triple weight 41g:  75¢
Registration fee: 25¢
Insurance fee: 10c
Total Fr. 1.10

Franking 85¢ (Zst. twice
69C and 60B) for a double
weight only. French hand-
written mention aff. insuff.
(...). Because of postal
mistake, the missing
amount was collected from
the sending post office ins-
tead of the recipient.

Exceptional under-
franked declared
value letter

(e)



Declared Value Letters - International . From 1879

2 Aug. 1895 - Receipt
(compulsory and free
of charge) for Fr. 200.-
to Nimes, France. 85¢
as follows:

Double weight: ~ 50c
Registration: 25¢
Insurance fee: 10c
Total 85¢

Only 2 examples
of 3Fr. stamp on a
letter recorded in
Geneva until 1907

27 Feb. 1896 - Fr. 3'500
to Bordeaux, France. Fr.
3.20 (Zst. 72A and 66D)
as follows:

7-time weight 93g: 1.75
Registration: 25
Insurance fee: 1.20
Total Fr.3.20

Use of the registration
label without "R" to no-
tify a declared value let-
ter (specific labels not
yet issued).

()




Declared Value Letters - International 43 From 1879

Until the early 20th century, destinations other than France are especially rare for declared value letters.
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28 Jan. 1903 - Fr. 450.-
to Nevers, France, f:
franked 95¢ (Zst. 66E, !
73E, 74E). Postage cal-
culation as follows:

Double weight 25g: 50c

« S - f e
é)ﬂuf (\\:jSgl E

Registration: 25¢c § ‘ AU
Insurance fee: 20c | r— ) e & B
Total 95¢ ff/ R
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14 Sept. 1907 - Fr.
300 to Cannstatt,

Wurtemberg, Germa:
ny. 85¢ (Zst. 59B,
62B, 90A, 80, 85) as
follows:
Double weight: 50c
Registration:  25¢

Insurance fee: 10c
Total 85¢

Cancellation office
SERVETTE and
orange label Valeur

déclarée (# 7 G&V)
Ex Rolf Rolli

(e)




Telegraph Service 5.0

The Genevan telegraph service operates since 1852 in the premises of the main post office.
From 1868 to 1877 a flat rate of 50c applies for the first 20 words, then 25¢ / 10 words.
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GENEVE / TELEGR. 27 April 1869 - Telegram to Vevey, Vaud, franked Fr. 1.25 (Zst. T1 and T3).

75¢ for 30 words and additional 50c night service fee (9:20 pm). Ex H. Grand
(AW 152L/ 1)
17.09.1868 - 10.06.1872  Sole Dépéche recorded in Geneva Ca. 10 examples in Switzerland



Telegraph Service 5.0

As from Oct. 1877 a flat fee of 30c is applied and every word is paid up. Rates to
| foreign destinations are very high during the first decades of telegraph service.

2 May 1885 - Telegram to Berne franked 95¢ (Zst. pair 14, 15, 16).
First octagonal cancellation with characters skirting the frame.

26 words at 2%:c:  65¢

Flat fee: 30c (AW 152H / Giiller 846)
Total: 95¢ 28.11.1883 - 05.07.1885
ey

5 entire telegrams recorded in Geneva before 1900

5 July 1885 - Second part of a telegram most likely to Great-Britain due to the contents.
A first form was used for the beginning of the message and required information. Mixed
franking combining white and granite paper of Fr. 107.90 (Zst. T5 white paper, 13,
14, 15, 16, 29 x T18 granite paper), for ca. 370 words (29¢c each, rate of 1877).

@)

Additional stamps on back:

Six colour mixed telegraph frankings:

2 examples recorded in Switzerland




Telegraph Service 5.0

Telegraph offices use their own forms but may can-
cel them with postmarks especially in subsidiaries.

10 Aug. 1887 - Receipt for a telegram sent from the subsidiary of PLAINPALAIS. Although Post and Tele-
graph are distinct administrations they share the same premises and use often the same cancellations.

ng ‘congnés par téléphonel
g/ Belogrammen }
ston de télégrammes

08.03.1897 -
07.03.1911

(AW 153C)

8 March 1897 - C.o.D. from the Telegraph Service for Fr. 6.80, franking privilege and no
insurance fee according to postal provisions.



